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Some of the sofas and chairs available at Brown’s Furnture in Liberal.The business was opened in 1950 and has remained a Liberal staple ever since. L&T photo/Elly Grimm

Brown’s Furniture specializes in making a home unique
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A home is not a home without quality furniture and since 1950,
Brown’s Furniture in Liberal has been providing just that.

“The store started back in 1950 and my grandfather, Dan Brown
and my father, Courtney Brown, started it,” Owner Alan Brown
said. “Then after my grandfather passed away, my father took it over
and then in 1983, Jolene and I bought it from my parents and took
it over, and we've been running it ever since. We've had floor
covering the entire time the store's been around, along with
furniture and other accessories. Then about 15 years ago is when we
started Downtown Brown's and that has also done really well. Our
son has worked with us, our grandchildren have worked with us,
and all of our staff is basically like family, so we've had wonderful
people working with us throughout the years. Our 'newest' addition
is Gene Holger, who actually started with us helping deliver
furniture when he was in high school several years ago and he's had
many adventures since then, and he's back now and will be the
flooring manager at the store.”

“We also started a decorating service where we go into homes and
'make the house a home,' as our slogan says, and we started that in
1983,” co-owner Jolene Brown added. “We keep a lot of flooring in
stock and we do residential and commercial flooring, basically every
type there is, and we work in a 90-mile radius. We've also got several
long-term partnerships and employees, there are some people who
have worked here for 40 years or more, so there's definitely that
longevity and loyalty.”

Holder said he is excited to be back working in the store.
“I started here when I was about 17 helping deliver furniture and

I stayed until I graduated from high school. Then I was heading to
National Beef and Alan asked if I'd be interested in staying on and
I did so until I was about 24,” Holder said. “Then I moved to

Arizona and got some other experience in sales and ceramic tile,
and then I later moved back and I've been a subcontractor since
then. Then about a year ago I started thinking I wanted to do
something different and back in March, Alan and I talked about me
coming in and becoming the flooring manager and I accepted the
position in July. It's a great work environment, and what I appre-
ciate the most is there are a lot of quality people who work here and
you feel like you're part of a family and can trust everyone here, so
that's what I appreciate the most. I'm not officially full time yet, but
once I am, I'd like to expand the flooring section a little as far as the
crews we run and keeping a high quality of installation and work. If
we can do that, I'll be really happy.”

Both Alan and Jolene said they have been privy to several trends
in the industry throughout the years.

“I would say the trends we've seen with floor covering, is more
hard surface flooring than carpeting, people are preferring to keep
the carpeting in the bedroom areas so they have more of that more
comfortable feel. We also sell quite a few area rugs, those are
becoming more used,” Jolene said. “People are also starting to make
their kitchen areas a little more minimalistic, and families are also
wanting to have bigger dining room tables so everyone can fit
around the table, and also because people are more drawn now to
eating with their families at home.”

“With the flooring, we do wood, LVT, ceramic, every kind of floor
covering. Like Jolene said, the harder surface flooring is a trend
especially in the main living areas and kitchens and bathrooms and
dining areas,” Alan added. “And on the furniture side, something
we're seeing is people are leaning more toward the adjustable beds
so they can be fully comfortable. More and more research has
shown how important a good night's sleep is, so people are wanting
to invest in good, comfortable beds so they can have a better night's
sleep, and the adjustable beds are a big part of that.”

Both Alan and Jolene said they very much enjoy working with the

community.
“I would say my favorite part is the repeat business we get

because in a smaller community, we have a lot of customer loyalty
and repeat business, which is great because after a time, you get to
know what their style preference is and what they like and how they
want to decorate,” Alan said. “Especially with Jolene's decorating
abilities, people will call us and tell us they need a room done and
she already knows their taste and what they want to see and what
feel they want to have. It's great having that expertise and
knowledge of our customers.”

“And to add to that, Alan and I have been blessed with the ability
to do the home decorating without any muss or fuss,” Jolene added.
“We can go to homes several miles away and do what needs to be
done and help their house become a home. It's a great gift we have,
and we both love it. It also makes us feel really good to see people
enjoying their homes and seeing them be comfortable. It's great
finishing a job and knowing we did exactly what the customers
wanted, and we get a lot of satisfaction helping people fall in love
with their homes again.”

The Browns also said they are very proud of reaching such a
major milestone, and said they are looking forward to many more
years.

“It's a blessing we've been in business for as long as we have in
this community. We love Southwest Kansas and we love our
customers, and our family's here, so it's been a great place to do
business,” Alan said. “We love helping give back to the community
and the people who have helped make our store such a success.
We'll always give back and we appreciate everyone who has helped
us along the way. We're really blessed to have a business like this
and continue on, and we hope to see several more years. We're
excited every day when we come to work and we enjoy helping
people make their homes more comfortable.”
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Laundry room renovations you’ll love
Does it seem like your hamper is always full and

the washing machine is running constantly? You may
not be imagining it. Laundry Butler for You, a wash,
dry and fold service, says the average household
washes 50 pounds of laundry a week and 6,000
articles of clothing every year. Families with children
at home are doing laundry most often, and those
with pets may find there is ample laundry to wash as
well.

With so much laundry being generated, homeowners may
want to consider paying extra attention to the space in the
house where their clothing is being cleansed. Laundry room
renovations may not top homeowners’ priority lists, but it may
be time to give these rooms another look.

Assess your equipment
If your appliances are aging, a laundry room renovation can

start with an investment in new appliances. New models have
large capacity loads, tend to be energy-efficient and could have
innovative features that help fit with your laundry lifestyle.
Purchasing front-loading models also can free up design space,
as you can install a counter directly above the units, saving
room for other items like drying racks.

Figure out your room needs
A laundry room need not be limited to laundry only. Many

homeowners make large laundry rooms catch-all spaces that can
serve as utility or mud rooms, pantry overflows, or off-season
storage areas. Consider the functions you want the room to
serve and include those ideas in your designs.

Add some natural light
If possible, include a window in your laundry room. Natural

light can help make the room more enjoyable. It also can help
you identify stains on clothes that need to be addressed and
make it easier to fold matching items like socks.

Think about a utility sink
Many washing machines drain out directly to waste pipes in

the floor or wall, but you also can opt to have them empty into
a utility sink. This sink also provides a convenient place to
handwash items, clean tools or paintbrushes, or store items that
perhaps you do not want to bring into a bathroom or kitchen
sink.

Include some flair
This utilitarian space need not be boring or bereft of design

elements. Mirror your home’s style in the laundry room, and
include wall hangings, plants, accent items, and even task
lighting. Play up certain features with a bold floor tile or
brightly colored walls.

Updating laundry rooms can be a great way to make doing
laundry more enjoyable and efficient.
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Simple ways to improve a kitchen pantry
People have been spending more time at

home in 2020 than in years past, and certain
projects around the house have become a
priority. One home improvement idea that
serves the double benefit of creating
organization and making cooking at home more
efficient is to reimagine the kitchen pantry.

A pantry is a room or closet where food,
beverages and linens or dishes are stored.
Pantries can be highly useful spaces that provide
ancillary storage in kitchens. Many modern
homes are equipped with pantries, but older
homes may require some modification to create
more useful pantries. Whether starting from
scratch or modifying an existing pantry, these
tips can help projects go more smoothly.

• Maximize vertical storage. Utilizing vertical
areas can help increase storage capacity. Build in
extra nooks by investing in undershelf storage
baskets. These baskets can instantly create desig-
nated areas for different types of ingredients.
Homeowners also can look for ways to use the
inside of cabinet doors or add extra shelves on
walls or in eaves.

• Consider your needs. Figure out which
items you would like to store in the pantry and
then shop for corresponding storage systems.
For example, storage solutions may feature wine

bottle racks, baskets for potatoes and other
produce, shelving for small appliances, and even
pull out racks for baking pans or cutting boards.

• Use clear storage. Put ingredients in clear,
airtight containers of similar dimensions so that
you can easily find items you need. Transfer
bulky items, like cereals and baking supplies, to
storage containers for uniformity.

• Store bulk items elsewhere. Bulk shopping
can be cost-efficient, but bulk items can quickly
eat up real estate in the pantry. Designate
another area for non-perishable bulk products,
like paper goods or canned items, such as in a
garage or utility room.

• Pull out drawers are convenient. Pull-out
drawers can reduce the need to seek and reach
for items. These drawers conveniently roll out so
items in the back can be accessed without
disturbing foods in the front. Drawers can be
custom built for any pantry space.

• Make it accessible. Think about who will be
taking items from the pantry. Put children’s
snacks on the bottom pantry shelf where they
can reach them, and then organize other shelves
for adults in the home.

A pantry remodel can add valuable storage
space and make one of the busiest rooms in the
house operate more efficiently.
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Home office must-haves
Remote work has been around for many years,

though it certainly picked up steam in 2020. In
an effort to prevent the spread of the novel
coronavirus COVID-19, in March 2020
government officials implemented stay-at-home
measures that mandated many working
professionals to begin working from home. That
transition occurred seemingly overnight, forcing
men and women to find somewhere in their
homes to work.

As the dust settled and working professionals
grew accustomed to working from home, many
recognized the need to have an office in their
homes. Various factors can make home offices
more conducive to getting work done, and the
following are some home office must-haves that
can help people be more productive while
working from home.

Lighting
Lighting is important in a home office. It’s

easy to overlook natural light, especially for
workers who previously worked in offices that
did not have windows. But natural light can help
save on energy costs and boost mood. In fact,
natural light is a valued commodity for people
used to working in office settings. A 2018 survey
of more than 1,600 workers conducted by the
human resources advisory firm Future
Workplace found that access to natural light and
views of the outdoors were the most sought after

attribute of a workplace environment. In
addition, 47 percent of workers surveyed
admitted they felt tired or very tired from the
absence of natural light or a window at their
office. When designing their home offices,
homeowners should keep this in mind and
choose areas of their homes that get ample
natural light during a typical workday. Additional
lighting also will be necessary. Recessed lighting
can give an office a sleek look, and lights that
can dim can allow workers to adjust their
lighting based on how much they need at any
given point in the workday.

Quiet
Professionals forced to work at home when

social distancing measures were implemented
may not have had much quiet, especially for
those with young children whose schools were
closed. But when designing a home office,
homeowners have the chance to make their
offices more conducive to concentration. Sound-
proofing walls may not be necessary, but look for
areas of the home that don’t get much foot
traffic. Kitchens are very popular rooms in many
homes, so try to locate your home office away
from the kitchen. A spare bedroom upstairs may
make for the most ideal home office setting if
the home does not have a traditional den. Spare
bedrooms come with doors, which can instantly
create a sense of quiet when closed. A converted

garage also can make for a useful home office,
but make sure the room already has cooling and
heating and, ideally, windows.

Electrical outlets
Recently built homes tend to be equipped

with enough outlets to accommodate our
increasingly connected lifestyles. But older
homes may need some electrical updates before
they can capably accommodate home offices.
When updating your electrical, replace existing

outlets and fixtures with energy-efficient LED
fixtures, which save money and benefit the
environment. Before updating the electrical,
decide on how you want the office to be laid out
so you can have outlets installed where your
computer, devices and other items, like a printer
and television, will be. This makes it easy to hide
cords and give the office a clean, professional
look.

Home office capabilities became a big priority
in 2020. Designing such spaces can be fun and
easy.



Scantlin’s Furniture & Carpet is located at 211 S.Washington is ready to help with furniture and
flooring of many kinds. L&T photo/Robert Pierce

Scantlin’s provides key services
to make a house a home
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Regarded as the Liberal area’s premier home furnishing and flooring provider, Scantlin’s Furniture
and Carpet has been part of the community’s landscape since 1972.

The store was started by Bill Scantlin, and following years of ownership by his sons, Jim and Randy
Scantlin, Liberal native Matt Graham purchased the store in 2015.

Prior to ownership, Graham worked in several capacities at the store.
“I’ve worked here from delivery guy to sales to store manager for over 20 years,” he said.
Graham said the flooring department is complete with carpet, tile, wood, and many other flooring

options.
“Home improvement wise, we sell different kinds of carpeting, Dream Weaver, Shaw, Mohawk and

some smaller companies,” he said. “We have vinyl and luxury vinyl products. We sell hardwoods, three-
quarter inch hardwoods, engineered hardwoods, and we also sell tile as well, ceramic and porcelain
tile.”

Colder temperatures have already hit the area this year, and Graham said Scantlin’s offers some
options for keeping the home warmer.

“During the colder months, we offer heated floors with tile, which can keep those floors from getting
too cold to walk on,” he said. “We’ve got nice, plush, soft carpets. We install for free up to a 90-mile
radius around Liberal. We’ve got six install crews running right now.”

Scantlin’s installers work exclusively for the store and are the best in the area, with a minimum of 15
years of experience. This means from a simple redesign to a complete renovation, Scantlin's Furniture
and Carpet is here to help people find the flooring, furniture and accessories that will make their vision
a reality.

The store is located at 211 S. Washington Ave. in Liberal and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday and from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturdays.



When thinking about renovating their homes,
homeowners may imagine changing wall colors,
expanding room sizes or upgrading appliances
and fixtures. However, unless people take
inventory of the less glamourous components of
the home, such as structure, plumbing, heating
and cooling, and insulation, other improvements
may be for naught.

A home insulation project certainly doesn’t
offer the wow factor of a kitchen remodel, but
insulation serves a vital function in the house
that helps keep people comfortable and reduces
energy consumption. Insulation is typically
placed in areas where air escapes, such as
between the stud cavities inside the walls and in
the attic, and serves to slow and reduce heat
transfer.

The U.S. Department of Energy says between
50 and 70 percent of the energy used in homes
is for heating and cooling. By improving home
insulation, homeowners can make their homes
more comfortable, consistent and efficient. In
fact, the ENERGY STAR program overseen by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency says
homeowners stand to save an average of 15
percent on heating and cooling costs by adding
proper insulation. To do so, homeowners can
take a crash course in home insulation and find
the products that fit their needs.

Blanket batts and rolls
Blanket batts and rolls typically are

constructed with fiberglass, so proper safety
gear, such as a mask and gloves, is needed when
handling them. Installing this type of insulation
is relatively easy since the materials are designed
to fit the standard width between studs, rafters
and floor joists.

Loose fill
Loose fill is usually made of fiberglass or

cellulose (recycled paper fiber). It is blown or
sprayed into place with pneumatic equipment,
according to The Home Depot. Loose fill can be
ideal for hard-to-reach areas in attics or inside
wall cavities. It’s good for adding insulation to
irregularly shaped areas. Since it requires special
equipment, this is a job best left to professionals.

Sprayed foam
Sprayed foam is just as the name implies, a

foam made from polyurethane, polyisocyanurate,
cementitious, or other materials that are applied
by a spray container. DIYers who need only
small applications can use canned products .
Large quantities are pressure-sprayed by
professionals.

Foam board/rigid foam panels
Ideal for unfinished walls, such as basement or

foundation walls, floors and ceilings, these are
boards of polyurethane or polystyrene. Foam
boards tend to reduce energy consumption more
effectively than other types of insulation.

Homeowners considering upgrading their
insulation or amending existing insulation should
do their homework on the type of insulation that
will be most effective for their homes.
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Types of home insulation and where to install them


