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The Liberal Lady Redskin soccer season is under way, and the Lady Redskins are facing some of the toughest teams in Kansas. L&T photo/Earl Watt
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By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

The Lady Redskins have been trending in the right direction in
the past few years, and missing 2020 due to COVID-19 stopped
the momentum.

But the Lady Redskins are back in 2021 and are expecting to
keep the trend of improvement moving.

The first goal for the Lady Redskins in 2021 is to compete for the
Western Athletic Conference title.

Liberal has started the WAC season 1-1 after a tough loss to
Dodge City and a road win over Garden City.

The Lady Redskins have shown the ability in the first part of the
season to move the ball deep into their opponents’ territory, and
they have had great opportunities to put the ball in the net.

Liberal had a frustrating outing against Dodge City after having
multiple opportunities to score.

The Lady Redskins hit the ball off the side bards, the cross bar
and had several balls sail just to the side of the net.

The Lady Redskins also challenged the Dodge City goalkeeper
who had a good day defending some solid Lady Redskin
shots.

If there was an area exposed that will need to continue
to improve for success in 2021 was the Lady Redskin
defense. While Dodge City only had a few chances on
the Redskin side of the field, they were able to score
twice.

The Lady Redskins showed improvement against
Garden City by scoring a pair of goals for 2-1 win.

The Lady Redskins have added Ashley Carrillo,
a basketball standout who didn’t get to play her
sophomore season last year but has stepped up to
be a threat for the Lady Redskins in her junior
year.

Couple that with some more seasoned Lady
Redskins, and Liberal is poised to make a run for
the WAC title and turn in a winning season despite
facing a tough schedule.

Lady Redskins face tough schedule, ready to rise
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The Redskin
tennis team
practices on
a windy day
before the
first matches
of the 2021
season. The
pandemic
made it
difficult for
Redskin
tennis to
recruit this
season. L&T
photo/Earl Watt
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Tennis blends old and
new to compete in 2021

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

After building up the numbers in the tennis
program over the past few years, Liberal coach
Brett Irby saw his numbers decline when his
recruiting efforts were no longer available due to
the pandemic.

“Our numbers are hurting,” Irby said. “We
scraped to get enough kids to have varsity and
junior varsity. Currently we have 12, that’s what we
need. It’s definitely been very challenging.”

Usually Irby promotes the tennis program
through the school and by word of mouth. But with
the limited contact with students, he wasn’t able to
reach out the way he has in the past, and that has
led to a mix of returning players alongside some
who are picking up a racket for the first time.

“We are weak in spots and strong in spots,” Irby
said. “Senior Jack Maxwell has been varsity for four
years, and the same with Ivan Armendarez. After

that it drops off. We actually have a freshman who
touched a racket four weeks ago for the first time
who made varsity. It will be a challenging year.”

Irby has been working on instilling a love of
tennis in Liberal youth before they reach the high
school, but that effort, too, has been difficult in a
pandemic.

“We had some movement at the middle school
trying to get a feeder program,” Irby said. “Last
summer I was allowed to work with the youth for
the city. That’s where it begins. You start at 5-, 6-,
7-years-old, and get the families involved and try to
maintain the love of tennis by high school.”

While the players may change, Irby said the goals
still revolve around player improvement and
competing in the Western Athletic Conference.

“Success will be based on individual growth,” he
said. “We always try to compete for WAC. We are
excited when we send a player to state, and those
will be our goals this year.”

The Redskins open the home season at Blue
Bonnet Park Thursday.
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Izzy Garcia rounds third against Garden City Tuesday. The Redskins have started the 2021 season
and are looking to put together a solid season. L&T photo/Earl Watt
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Redskins will learn
as they go for 2021

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

After years of having a settled rotation on the mound, Liberal Coach Eric Olmstead will have
to learn who his arms will be during live games after missing the entire 2020 season due to the
pandemic.

Not only is Olmstead learning who will be pat of the pitching staff, he is also learning several
new names.

“I’ve leaned on the JV coaches,” Olmstead said. “They coached them for a year. I only coached
Shay Kerr who played some varsity as a freshman. I know the boys. I helped them when they
were 11 and 12. But when you get to the big field, it is different. I fell like I went to a new school
and didn’t know the kids. There will be some growing pains along the way.”

That includes playing some younger players to go along with only three seniors.
“They are so young we have to coach them where they need to be,” Olmstead said. “We don’t

know a lot about this team yet.”
While Olmstead is learning what he has, he also has little information on the rest of the

Western Athletic Conference.
“It is so unusual,” Olmstead said. “You look at Hays and Dodge, they have the most returners.

Great Bend lost a ton of kids like we did. Garden City, I don’t know anything about them. We
have to worry about us. The rest will take care of itself.”

Liberal got its first look at WAC competition with a 7-4 loss against Garden City Tuesday, but
the Redskins stranded 13 runners on base and had the bases loaded in the seventh.

“Tuesday might be unfair against Garden City to get an outlook on the WAC,” Olmstead said
prior to the game against the Buffaloes. “We will probably play the season in quarters. We’ll play
five games and reassess. I don’t know what KSHSAA will do for post-season. We can only take
care of our own business and re-evaluate every five games. We may have to move some guys
around. We don’t have a lot of depth.”

With the new team, it’s also tough to set goals without knowing what this team will be able to
accomplish.

We haven
“We haven’t talked about a lot of goals yet,” Olmstead said. “We will. Right now it has been

teaching and learning. We are trying to figure out who should play where. Then we will know
our WAC goals and our post-season goals. A lot will be personal growth for us.”
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From left, Eyleen Vasquez, Millie McClure and Jenna Ormiston show their home run balls after
the firts double header of the season. Courtesy photo
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Can the Lady Redskins
build on a winning
season from 2019?

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

Liberal had long awaited the season that never happened.
With all the pieces of the puzzle in place for 2020, the season was canceled during the pandemic,

and several seniors graduated without ever getting to play their final season as a Lady Redskin.
But the program is back for 2021, and while the team may have lost a solid group of seniors, it

retained several solid underclassmen who will now get their chance.
Liberal will rely heavily on Jenna Ormiston in the circle. Ormiston brings a long resume to the

program, having pitched in summer leagues for several years. As a sophomore, she will have the chance
to lead the Lady Redskin pitching staff for the next three seasons.

Millie McClure, daughter of head coach Tommy McClure, is also returning for her senior season,
and she is a multiple threat player for the Lady Redskins. She will compete for All-WAC honors as
catcher but can also contribute as pitcher or any other position should the need arise. McClure also
has a solid bat and could set the Lady Redskin record for stolen bases.

Liberal also received the benefit of a returning player in Eyleen Vasquez who moved back to Liberal
and will bring a strong bat and solid short stop play to the roster.

The Lady Redskins also have other contributing seniors, but there is a
wealth of young talent ready to compete for playing time as well.

The Western Athletic Conference has been tough for the
Lady Redskins for several years, and earning league wins

will provide insight as to the progress this team has
made.

One way the Lady Redskins have already
improved from past teams has been through a
solid summer program implemented by
McClure, and that is being complemented by
the local summer softball program that is devel-
oping players before they reach the high school
level.

Both developmental leagues should help the
Lady Redskins be more competitive in 2021,
and after a winning campaign in 2019, the confi-

dence level is high for Lady Redskins softball in
2021.
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By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

Liberal track coach Trace Haskell is entering his
10th season at the helm of the program, but it
might feel like starting over after missing the 2020
season.

“It’s going to be a new experience with nothing
to base our decisions on from the previous year,”
he said. “We have some seasoned veterans —
sophomores now are seniors. We have some new
faces. AJ Ramirez was strong in soccer and
basketball. We are expecting big things from him.
For the most part I’m disappointed. We would
have had a pretty good team last year. Hopefully
nothing pops up, and we can finish the season.”

Haskell will be leaning on some familiar faces
while learning several others.

“As a sophomore, Alex Lopez was big in the
800, and he ran the mile sometimes,” Haskell
said. “The 4x800 was his race. Malcolm Wiltshire,
Mr. Do It All. He is good at a lot of events. He is
working to be great. Any of the jumps, he can do.
The javelin, popped out of nowhere two years ago
when he threw over 200 feet with no practice It
will be interesting to see where the kids pick up,
hopefully from where they left off. Cameron

Snodgrass threw, Aldo Avalos threw. There will be
a lot of new faces.”

And numbers of seen a decline, not just in track
but in high school students participating in sports
overall.

“The numbers are not as good as when I first
started this 10 years ago,” Haskell said. “Back
then, kids did as much as they can. Fast forward
a few years, and it’s tougher to get them out. I am
pleased with the numbers, but it could be better.

I also have the glory years to compare it to when
we had 60 boys and 60 girls. That isn’t going to
happen again. With the pandemic, I am definitely
pleased. It could be worse.”

And Haskell tries to build the program by using
it as a way to improve other sports.

“As coaches we have to challenge the kids that
there is more than your one sport,” he said. “Track
and field prepares you for your other sport. No
better examples than (NBA players from Liberal)
Martin Lewis and Melvin Sanders. I sincerely
believe track and field helped them be better
basketball players.”

And trying to use the past to encourage the
future no longer applies despite Liberal’s streak of
14 consecutive state boys titles from 1991 to
2004.

“Kids now don’t care about that,” Haskell said.
“They don’t know about it. They don’t understand
about the 90s. They look at the old record board,
that is how we challenge them. We tell them ‘If
you put in effort and time you can bring one of
those records down. You won’t break it the first
time, that isn’t realistic.’ We set goals to be ready
by state.”

Liberal will start the season Thursday in Ulysses
and will host WAC this year as well.
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Redskin track looking to rebuild after missed season

The Liberal Redskins track team wokrs out at Redskin Field ealrier this week by throwing
weighted balls across the field. L&T photo/Earl Watt
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By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

Spring sports are in full swing at Seward County Community College, and despite some early cancel-
lations due to weather, baseball and softball are reaching mid-season form.

Seward County baseball is off to a 10-14 start, but are 6-6 in the Jayhawk West.
The Saints are riding a four-game winning streak heading

in to April and are heading into the thick of the conference
schedule.

At 6-6, Seward is only three games out of first place, and
they played the first-place Hutchinson Blue Dragons tough
earlier this season including two one-run losses.

The Saints still have 23 league games on the schedule, and
with the wins starting to add up, the Saints could easily be in
the mix for the Jayhawk West title.

The Lady Saints softball team is 7-9 overall after missing
10 games due to weather, and they sit 6-4 in the Jayhawk
West.

The Lady Saints are only two games out of first place.
After a recent sweep of Pratt, the Lady Saints split with a solid Independence Lady Pirates team.
The Lady Saints still have 16 conference games on the schedule starting in April, and after that they

will try to qualify for the national tournament in the Region VI tournament.

Seward County returns
to diamonds after
missing 2020 seasons
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

Guymon’s boys soccer team, like many other sports squads, took 2020 off because of the COVID
pandemic, and the Tigers have already been hitting the field this year.

Coach Martyn McMurphy’s team is currently 4-2, with those two losses coming by a total of two
goals, and one game has gone into overtime.

McMurphy’s road to success always starts with making the playoffs.
“That is the first step in achieving bigger things,” he said.
McMurphy has several players already making a difference this season.
“Junior Michael Medina is our all around do everything player, and he just has a way of making

things happen,” he said. “We have had a couple of sophomores step up in big ways over the last few
weeks to give us a little more than we thought we would have. Junior Garcia as right back has been
very impressive, and Andres Mendoza had a hat trick in the tournament.”

McMurphy sees success coming a step at a time for this year’s Tigers.
“We just have to improve from week to week and fix the simple mistakes,” he said. “If we are able

to do this, we should be around at the end.”

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

The Guymon Lady Tigers soccer season has already gotten under way, and the team has already
faced some stiff competition in two states.

Head Coach Michelle Davis’ squad has taken on Guthrie, Okla., in a pre-district game, beating
that team before losing to Oklahoma City’s Bishop McGuinnis 10-0. That team, Davis believes,
will take the state title in Class 5A.

The Lady Tigers later lost to Pampa, Texas, 2-0, and the Lady Harvesters were district champs in
the last full season in that Lone Star State class.

Other results for Guymon include beating Altus, Okla., in the Piedmont tournament 2-0, tying
with Northwest Claussen 1-1 and losing to Piedmont 5-0 in the same tournament.

Two more pre-conference games in the Chickasha tournament had the Lady Tigers defeating
Madill before playing OCS well in a 4-2 loss.

“They went on to win the entire tournament,” Davis said of Madill.
Davis has plenty of talent on this year’s Guymon soccer team, including three seniors, goalies

Naomi De La Rosa and Natalia Jimeniz and striker Nereda Chavez.
Other players to watch for the Lady Tigers are midfielders Sebastiana Naz and Kasandra

Jimenez. Up top, Davis has Briana Alvarez, Katherine Davis and Nereda Chavez, and having a
great season so far, Abby De La Garza is featured in Guymon’s backfield.

The Lady Tigers’ next matchup is Friday with Del City.
“Always a close game,” Davis said. “We travel down there. Southeast and El Reno are also coming

up soon.”
Guymon’s soccer teams will have new turf fields soon. The turf is expected to be put in the

outside of town NASH soccer complex, which is expected to be up and running.
Guymon Junior High will likewise be starting a soccer program in the spring of 2022.

GUYMON SOCCER
Fix the little things, and
Guymon soccer will improve

BOYS
Lady Tigers facing tough
competition to open 2021

GIRLS
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

The Guymon boys golf team got two tournaments in before COVID-19 hit the world in 2020.
Things are already looking well for this year’s Tigers team, coached by Kyle Davis.
“We have finished first in a tournament at Laverne and second in a tournament in Mooreland,” he

said.
The season continues for Guymon this Monday at a tournament in El Reno.
“That should give us more of an answer this year,” Davis said.
The Tigers coach is looking to qualify for state this season, and he has three seniors and a couple

of newcomers helping him in that regard.
“Nash Kauffman, senior, Gannon Wallace, senior, and Brett Fields, senior, all three have played

golf for four years,” he said. “They are my core. Ethan Player, junior, and Ian Landes, sophomore,
complete my team.”

Coach Davis is particularly excited about his newcomers.
“They have really added a lot to the team,” he said. “Again the next tournament at El Reno will tell

us how we are doing.”

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

Guymon girls golf did get one tournament in 2020 prior to the COVID-19 pandemic shutting
down sports.

At that tournament, Coach Deidra Smith had one first place and a fifth place individual, and she
said things are looking great for this year’s team.

“We have an exciting year so far,” she said. “First place team finishes at the Laverne Tournament,
Guymon Tournament and the Dalhart Tournament.”

Smith has high expectations for this year, as she returns five seniors to the Lady Tigers golf team.
“I look forward to what this year has in store for us,” she said.
Three of those seniors, Anna Bautista, Ella Oblander and Allie Malkuch, are key to Guymon’s

season.
“I also have a senior who moved in from Lubbock who is an asset to the team, Lacey DeAnda,”

Smith said. “My fifth senior is now to golf, but is doing really well, Kaylee Rhodes. I have a
freshman who I am very excited about, Mercedes Vasquez.”

Smith said her keys to success for this year’s Lady Tigers are simple – practice, focus and
commitment.

GUYMON GOLF
Experience returns to
lead Tiger gold in 2021

BOYS
Practice and focus will
determine success for
Lady Tiger golf in 2021

GIRLS
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

With the 2020 season canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, track and field athletes at
Guymon High School boys team are excited to start track season this year.

“We are going to many local meets and look to compete,” Tigers Head Coach Andy Brown said.
“We have 10 of our 25 total track runners from our cross country team that finished third at the state
cross country meet this year. So we are heavy on distance.”

Brown said expectations are simply to go to every meet and compete to the best of the team’s
ability and have fun.

One of those cross country runners, Mulubrehan Gebresilase, finished third at this year’s 5A state
cross country meet with a 5K practice run of 16:19.

Brown will have Gebresilase competing in multiple events, including the 1,600 meters, 3,200
meters and 4 X 800 meter relays. Guymon sophomore and newcomer Randall Coble brings lots of
ability to the Tigers’ chances in the pole vault competition.

“We look for both to point high in every meet this season and carry a majority of the load for team
points,” Brown said.

Newcomer and freshman Merhawi Tesfageorgis is a talented distance runner, who Brown said is
improving daily, and the coach said he looks for the young man to bring points at Guymon’s meet
this year as well.

For Brown, the road to success this year is a lot like his expectations.
“Our keys to success this year are to stay focused on our individual and team goals, work hard at

practice and have fun,” he said.

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

While spring sports everywhere were canceled in 2020 at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Guymon Lady Tigers Track Coach Ty Ware saw his season canceled a week before the team’s first
meet last year.

As spring sports make a return to the scene, Ware said the track team in Texas County’s county
seat is headed in a positive direction this year.

“Things are looking good this season,” he said. “We have a few upperclassmen who have been
doing a great job being leaders and pushing the younger girls.”

Ware said this year, his biggest expectation is to simply have a track season, but he does have
some athletes who are definitely aiming high in their events.

“Aaliyah Gutierrez qualified for state in the 100 hurdles as a freshman two years ago and has
already set a personal record in her first meet this year,” he said. “Yeraldy Ruiz, a sophomore,
cleared nine feet in the pole vault and is one of the top vaulters in the state. Naomi Aragonez won
the high jump at our first meet, and I believe she’s capable of going to state.”

As with many sports teams, for Ware, the key to success in track for this year is health.
“Without a track season last year, early on, it was trying to condition the girls without overtraining

and getting injuries,” he said. “I believe hard work and staying injury free are going to be our biggest
keys to success.”

GUYMON TRACK
Cross country runners to
help improve Tiger track

BOYS
Lady Tigers look to senior
leadership for 2021

GIRLS
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Cardinals bringing back state returners for 2021
ELLY GRIMM

• Leader &Times

Track team members all throughout the area are looking forward
to the sound of the starting gun again this spring after last year’s
season was cut due to COVID-19.

“We were really disappointed that's what ended up happening,
but we also completely understood because we wanted everyone to
stay safe and healthy from everything,” head coach Justin Hannah
said. “We were mostly just hoping we'd be able to have a season, so
we played the waiting game a bit and had our fingers crossed that

things would be better this spring for us to have a season.”
With that in mind, Hannah said he has several on the team who

should help make a successful track season.
“We've got several guys who are returning who have experience

and have qualified for State in the past. Riley Ratzlaff is a returning
state qualifier, and I'm also expecting our relay runners to do really
well, including Christian Quinonez, Javier Telemontez and Aaron
Fraire, I'm expecting a lot from them,” Hannah said. “I expect and
hope everything will run as smoothly as possible and I hope we'll be
able to keep everyone on the team healthy. Every meet's going to
be a challenge, track's really competitive in this area, and we're
running against the best schools in Oklahoma 2A. All of our meets

are super competitive, I'd put our meets up against any others as far
as the quality of competition.”

Overall, Hannah said, he is ready to see what the track team does
this coming season.

“I'm looking forward to the athletes getting back on the track and
field again and seeing them compete again, and I hope to see
improvements from everyone from our first meet all the way
through Regionals,” Hannah said. “Everyone's really excited and
they're all itching to get back out there and compete, there's a lot
of anticipation from my team. All of our spring programs are really
happy to be able to compete again and have students out and
about, so we'll see how this season goes for everyone.”
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

With a canceled 2020 season, Coach Matt Bell’s Southwestern Heights track team is young and still
learning what it takes to be successful.

“As the season progresses, we will see continued improvement,” he said.
With that youth in mind, Bell is unsure of what to expect from Mustangs athletes this year.
“It is hard to say really because all the schools are up in the air with returners due to the loss of last

season with COVID,” he said.
Bell does have two returning team members in Hever Mercado and Bryant Olvera.
“They are both high level performers and will lead our track team,” he said.
Bell said attitude, practice and experience will lead to a better Heights team this year.
“The biggest key to success for our team is to continue to be positive mentally, work hard in our

practices and compete to the best of our abilities in our meets,” he said.

Mustang track expected
to improve as season
progresses in 2021

News
how you want it,
when you want it.

LEADER&TIMES
HIGH PLAINS DAILY LEADER
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

The start to the Southwestern Heights golf
season started out well in 2020 for Coach Mitch
Burns, with 10 team members signing up.

“The ball was rolling,” he said. “Then COVID-
19 hit and put an end to everything. A very unfor-
tunate situation that ended up costing a lot of
kids the experience they needed.”

The 2021 is looking good for the Mustangs as
well.

“We are a very young golf program with very
little experience, but I see a lot of potential in the
kids who are out this year,” Burns said.

The Heights coach said he expects his athletes
to get better each and every day.

“I have a couple kids who have the potential to
make it to the state tournament, which would be
the first time for us since 2011,” he said.

The Mustangs golf team features a few

returners, including Colby Louderback, Audrey
Ball, Trevin Conley and Kaleb Scripsick.

“Last year, these kids were all new to the team
except Audrey Ball,” Burns said. “She is a three-
year returner for our golf program. Again, a lot of
these kids lost out on experience last year.

Burns has newcomers Chris Sainz and Braden
Doerksen coming to his golf team this year.

“They are both new to golf, but both have made
some great improvements already this season,” he
said. “They both have a great opportunity to do

something that hasn’t happened in our program
in several years.”

For Burns, the Mustangs key to success goes
right along with his expectations.

“Challenge yourself every day with the mindset
of getting better,” he said. “When we are on the
course during a tournament we need to relax,
have fun and just be yourself.”
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

The 2020 Southwestern Heights softball season, like so many others,
was canceled due to the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Lady Mustangs Coach J.R. Mendoza took that season, and the
previous two, off, and as he returns to the diamond after three years,
he and his team are excited for the start of the season.

“The girls are really excited to be playing high school softball this
year, after not getting a season under way last year,” he said.

Most of all, Mendoza would like for his Heights team to compete in
all of its games this season.

“Not coaching for a few years doesn’t give me the insight into what
teams have back,” he said. “So we will do our best.”

Mendoza has a good mix of experience and newcomers ready to
make the Lady Mustangs great this season.

“Senior Makenzie Arellano is back at catcher and shortstop,” he
said. “Senior Heidy Mercado is returning and will play infield. Junior
Morgan McDaniel and sophomore Roxy Stone will step into the
pitcher’s circle and hopefully give us a chance to win games.”

So what’s the key to success for Height softball this year? Mendoza
said fundamentals.

“Minimize mistakes like errors and walks, hit the ball and run bases
smartly, and pick each other up when we get down,” he said.

Lady Mustang softball returns after layoff

SWH golf young in 2021, but state qualifiers possible
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

The 2020 spring sports season was lost to many
programs, as the COVID-19 pandemic was
starting about the time athletes were scheduled to
start taking the stage in their respective sports.

For this reason, the 2019 was the last time
many youth saw action, and at that time, the
Southwestern Heights baseball team was quite
young.

“We had no seniors and only a few juniors,”

SWH Coach Lane Abert said. “We started mostly
freshmen and sophomores.”

Naturally, the Mustangs’ youth showed, and
the team struggled.

“We hit the ball well for a young team, but
made too many errors on the defensive side,”
Abert said.

Those resulted in an 0-19 mark for the 2019
season on the diamond, but Abert said things are
looking very good for this year.

“It is the deepest we have been with experi-
enced pitchers and upperclassmen out in the

field,” he said.
Abert likewise has high expectations for this

year.
“With the depth and experience this group has,

we believe we can compete for the league title
and have a chance to do some damage in the
postseason,” he said.

Abert has a lot of key returners this season due
to the inexperience the Mustangs had in the 2019
campaign, including Sergio Puentes, Izak Castro,
Jace Bost, Walter Ramirez, Branden Stanfield and
Daniell Juarez.

“All six players were big contributors as under-
classmen, and now that they are juniors and
seniors, they should be a lot of fun to watch,”
Abert said.

The Mustangs coach said drastically limiting
errors will help his pitchers out and will be the
biggest key to Heights’ success this year.

“In the past, that has been our Achilles’ heel
and ended up putting our pitchers in a bad spot
with the pitch count rule,” he said. “If we can limit
those to help keep pitch counts low, we will be
very successful this season.”

Young team from 2019 loses chance to gain experience
in 2020, But Mustangs ready to see improvement
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Tyrone’s Rylan Johnson runs in a two-point conversion against Timberlake in the state championship Saturday. Tyrone brought home the school’s second state football championship with a 41-20 win. Photos courtesy Panhandle Illustrated

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

After coming close to the statetitle game in recent years, theTyrone Bobcats reached thechampionship game in 2020 andpulled off the upset, knocking offundefeated Timberlake 41-20 toearn the school’s second statefootball championship and the firstsince 1960.
The Bobcats did it the same waythey reached the championship,with solid defense and the runningof Rylan Johnson who scamperedfor 256 yards and two touchdowns.But the Bobcats also foundsuccess in the air. Kobie Williamscompleted six of eight passes for157 yards and four touchdowns inthe upset.

The two teams traded scoresearly when Williams completed a

13-yard pass to Ethan Brown for atouchdown that gave the Bobcatsan 8-0 lead, but Timberlakeresponded with a seven-yardtouchdown pass to tie the gamewith 2:48 remaining in the firstquarter.
The Bobcats only needed 21seconds to take the lead whenWilliams connected with Johnsonfor a 73-yard touchdown pass, butTimberlake’s Ethan Jenlink tossed a34-yard touchdown strike to DylanSchlup. But the Tigers couldn’tconvert the two-point conversion,and Tyrone had a 16-14 lead.The Bobcats returned to the endzone early in the second quarterwith a touchdown pass fromWilliams to Jaxon Bell for nineyards, and the Bobcats had a 22-14lead.

Johnson broke free for a 75-yardtouchdown run with seven minutes

to play in the first half, and theBobcats had a 28-14 lead.
The defenses took over the restof the half, and the Tigers cutTyrone’s lead to 28-20 midwaythrough the third quarter with asix-yard touchdown run by DaltonLeirer.

But Johnson responded with a35-yard touchdown run to push theTyrone lead to 34-20.
The Bobcats defense didn’t allowanother score, and the Bobcatsiced the game midway through thefourth quarter with a nine-yardtouchdown pass from Williams to

Ethan Brown. Adan Rawlingskicked the extra point, and Tyronehad a 41-20 lead.
The Bobcats prevented anycomeback attempt in the final fiveminutes to secure the state champi-onship win.
Williams led the Bobcats with253 yards rushing and two touch-downs on 34 carries.
Williams rushed for 67 yards onfour carries. Dakota Koehn had 17yards on eight carries, DannySanchez had 14 yards on threecarries, and Braden Stevens hadnine yards on one carry.

Johnson also led the Bobcatswith 116 yards and a touchdown ontwo receptions.
Brown had 22 yards and twotouchdowns on two receptions,Sanchez had 10 yards on onereception, and Bell had nine yardsand a touchdown on one reception.After finishing 5-5 last seasonand missing the playoffs, Tyronecoach Josh Bell and his staffbelieved they had a team tocompete in 2020.

“We felt like we had a team thatcould make a good run,” Bell said.“We have five seniors who

contributed and made plays. Wehave a talented junior class. We feltall along this was a special group ofkids. If we could stay healthy wethought we had a chance. Losingearly a couple games made us growup. Our 6-foot, 5-inch defensiveend Roberto Hernandez broke hishand. We had to get through fiveweeks without him. He returnedfor the semis, and that gave us theadded boost to get over the hump.”The championship run was yearsin the making.
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Cat scratch
fever strikes
for a state title

ABOVE: The Tyrone Bobcats gather around the state championship trophy after defeating Timberlake 41-20 to win the school’s second state football
championship and the first since 1960.
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We will go as far as you do.
We love sharing the story of our local teams, and
we will continue to cover your story throughout
the entire season ... and beyond!
To subscribe either with home delivery
or to receive our e-edition service,
call 626-0840 or email class@liberalfirst.com

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

Sports at Tyrone High School have been looking up in the past decade, with
the Bobcats’ football team becoming a perennial favorite for a state champi-
onship.

The boys basketball team is seeing a similar rise, with an appearance at the
state championship this past season.

The Tyrone baseball team saw a great season in 2019, one Coach Clay Witt
said has not been seen in the Panhandle community for some time.

“We were district champions and advanced to regionals for the first time in
about 20 years,” he said.

With the 2020 campaign canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Witt
has some experience returning to the lineup, and he is hoping for another run
at a championship this year.

“We are excited to have a chance to play baseball again,” he said. “We have
four seniors who will provide leadership and a good returning crew from
previous day.”

Witt’s outlook for this year is to simply continue moving in the direction the

Bobcats turned in 2019.
“Our expectations are to improve daily and have a chance to advance in the

postseason again,” he said.
Witt has plenty in the way of returning talent, as well as some great

newcomers as part of this year’s squad.
“Ethan Brown, Braden Stevens and Kaleb Groth will provide leadership and

experience,” he said. “Look for Rylan Johnson, Kobie Williams, Jaxon Bell and
Adan Rawlins to be key contributors as well.”

Witt said getting his team to its desired point starts with the place all plays
start on the diamond – the mound.

“Our keys to success will rely on finding pitchers to improve our rotation,”
he said.

TYRONE BASEBALL
ROSTERBobcat baseball expected to join rising

tide of success for Tyrone athletics
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The Hugoton High School baseball team will be looking to
reclaim some glory on the diamond from its 2019 season after last
season ended up being canceled due to COVID-19.

“When we got the word the season had been canceled last spring,
all of us were really heartbroken because we'd had a great season in
2019 with going to the State tournament, and we'd been really
looking forward to another great season because we knew our team
was good enough to repeat that,” head coach Tanner Rindels said.
“For this year, based on what we had last year, we know we're going
to have another great team. We had a great freshman class last year
and they're all ready to step up as sophomores, so that will be really
good for us this year. We've also got a really big senior class who's
ready to share some of those leadership roles and make some great
plays for us, so I expect some good things from them too.”

With that in mind, Rindels said he has some players on the squad
who will help make this year successful.

“The majority of my leaders are in my seniors, we've got a great
core group of guys included Jace Korf and Che Burnett, they're
going to be our pitchers for this year. Andre Salinas will be our
catcher, and we've got a great senior center fielder, and Cody Perez
is our first baseman. All of them are great baseball players and make
up a great core group of guys for the team this year,” Rindels said.

“I always tell my guys the expectation is the State title. You have to
have the highest goal possible in mind otherwise the season's pretty
much a waste unless you're working to be the best. Our first goal is
to win the League title, then win the Regionals title, and then go to
the State tournament and compete for that title. But we also know
we need to take it one game at a time and make sure we make

improvements after every game.”
Rindels added the league should be competitive for this year.
“It's hard to know 100 percent who our big challengers will be

since we didn't have a season last year, we don't know where some
of the other teams are, so it's hard to judge the level of game quite
yet,” Rindels said. “We've even got a couple guys where the
difference is night and day compared to how they were in 2019, so
it's hard to fully tell where these other schools will be. But I do
expect we'll have a competitive league like usual, there are some of
those schools who always have strong programs, and I feel like we're
right up there with those teams. I'm really looking forward to
playing again and competing, and I know my guys are the same
way. They love to play baseball, and I love coaching these guys, and
it's even better when the team's energetic and ready to be on the
field and play. I want to see them recreate what we had a couple
seasons ago and go from there.”

Rindels said overall, the team is very excited.
“They all love being on the field and competing, so it's always a

great time. Practice is always a great atmosphere for them and the
guys know what they need to do,” Rindels said. “My coaching staff
is great, they always do an awesome job with everything they have
to do, and they buy into my craziness a lot of the time. They all do
a great job and they're just as much a part of the team as anyone
else.”

After reaching the state tournament
in 2019, Eagles baseball ready to play



2021 SPRING SPORTS PREVIEW42



2021 SPRING SPORTS PREVIEW 43

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times

The Hugoton High School golf team is one of many throughout
the area looking forward to returning to the course for this spring
season after the cancellation of last year’s season due to COVID-
19.

“Everyone was concerned with safety first, which we totally
agreed with, and we made sure everyone was safe at practice, which
we did keep up with until the official word came down there would
be no season because there were still some discussions going on,”
head coach Rex Evans said. “When we did get the official word, we
were all kind of sad, especially our seniors, because they were
looking forward to continuing competition and qualifying for State.
It really broke our seniors' hearts that they didn't get to have that
final high school season they wanted. We knew we had to be kind
of patient, and when July/August came around, we knew we'd be
able to have at least the girls' season in the fall, so that was our first
chance of hope with the athletics. We got through all the fall sports,
which we were happy about, and then we were able to make it
through the winter sports, so that gave us hope about doing our golf
season this spring. I've also been in contact with my fellow golf
coaches in our district to see what they'd heard. We officially got on
the course to practice earlier this year, and that made us really
happy to get out and about.”

Evans said he has a great team that is looking to have a successful
season.

“I've got a couple seniors who have been playing all through high
school who have been solid golfers for me and they do a great job.
I've also got a few juniors who are going to be stepping into some
leadership roles, and they also do a great job and they're able to
remain calm on the course,” Evans said. “I'm excited to also see my

underclassmen on the course, there are a few of them I saw golf in
middle school and I expect them to only improve during the season.
With 25 golfers out this year, that's a really big group, and they all
have a great golf game. We're also going to be taking our JV golfers
to every tournament we can so they can develop their skills, which
I'm really excited about. There's a lot of experience in the group and
I think we've got a great chance to win the League tournament and
maybe qualify some for the State tournament as well. Our top goal
is to get to every tournament we can and do the best we can at each
of them.”

Evans added there will be some definite challenges on the team’s
schedule.

“Our first tournament is at Buffalo Dunes in Garden City, that's
always a challenging course for us, and it's a great course overall

too. It'll also be a good test to see where my golfers are at this year.
The course in Syracuse is also a good but challenging course, so
that'll be a good test for us too, and Cimarron's course is the same
way,” Evans said. “Those are the main courses that will really test us
this year. Something I always like to do is pull up the courses on
Google Maps so the guys can get an aerial view of everything and
get an idea of what all they'll be dealing with, and that's always a
good help. We're really looking forward to competing again since
we weren't able to do so last year. I'm really excited about that
because in our area, the COVID-19 numbers are continuing to
improve and everyone's more comfortable now with doing athletic
events. The guys are really excited about being able to have a season
this year and get back on the course and compete, so I think there'll
be a bit of extra fire in them. The more normal things are getting, I
think that will help the guys' mindset a lot as we compete this
season.”

Overall, Evans added, the team’s mindset going into the season is
very positive.

“Everyone's really happy and excited. They're excited every day to
come to practice and they're excited to be with their teammates
and travel to the tournaments,” Evans said. “We didn't get to have
that camaraderie last year, and that's something I'm looking
forward to with this year, and it's always funny seeing some of the
sayings/quirks my golfers come up with. Their parents are also really
excited for this year to travel to the tournaments and everything,
which I'm also really happy about because this year my guys will
have a cheering section again. Since I took over about eight years
ago, I've noticed growth in our golf program on both the girls' side
and boys' side, and that's been really cool seeing the program
expand like it has. We have a lot of great kids who are ready to be
on the course again, and I want to see us continue our run as one
of the top golf programs in the league.”

Hugoton golf faces tough schedule
to be ready for post season play
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The Hugoton High School track team is lacing up its running
shoes and preparing to be back on the track after having last season
canceled.

“It was disappointing, but in some ways, we also weren't really
shocked with that decision given what had happened with
basketball and some of the other winter sports stuff,” head coach
Nikolaus Barre said. “We were hoping we'd be able to get through
it since everything's outdoors, but ultimately, everything ended up
being canceled. There were a lot of freshmen who were about to go
through their first high school season but didn't get to, and then our
seniors didn't get to have their senior season and compete one last
time. For this year, we knew some things would be a little behind as
far as being in track shape and the conditioning and things like that,
but we were able to work on that and get everyone back into that
routine, and that affected everyone. We've worked a lot on that and

I think everyone's ready to go now,”
Barre said with the return of the track team’s season, he has some

high expectations for this spring.
“I'm looking forward to getting everyone back in the swing of

things and making sure everyone's competitive. We've also got a
smaller team this year, so that's something else we have to work
with, but we've got enough talent to make everything work, I feel
like,” Barre said. “I've got some seniors on both the girls' and boys'
teams who have competed throughout high school and have
qualified for State, so they're ready to compete again this year. I've
also got some underclassmen who I'm expecting some good things
from because I saw them compete some while they were in middle
school. My runners and throwers and jumpers have a lot of strong
competitors, so I'm ready to see what they'll all accomplish.”

Barre added the season will not be without its challenges.
“Our Regionals meet is typically pretty challenging, and we do

have a pretty tough league we compete in with Scott City and other
schools in the area, like Liberal and some of those other bigger
schools. Everyone's really competitive and I think everyone's

looking forward to the challenge,” Barre said. “I'm looking forward
to seeing my underclassmen gain that experience, because the high
school meets are far different than the middle school meets, so that
should spark them some. I'm also looking forward to seeing my
upperclassmen compete again and I can't wait to see how all of
them do, I'd love to see some State qualifiers again this year.”

Barre also said this year’s team is small but mighty.
“We've got a small but competitive team this year, and I expect

both the boys' and girls' teams to be really good and competitive,
and I hope we don't have to have anyone in quarantine or be out
for the season,” Barre said. “Everyone's excited to be competing
again since we lost last year, but I think we also need to do what we
can to inspire some motivation in the team because there are a few
who are a little down and maybe not quite as motivated because of
what happened last year. I'm also the new head coach for this year,
so that's another adjustment that will take some time. There's
definitely a variety of feelings, but I know everyone's ready to
compete again this year.”

Hugoton track looks to
be competitive in 2021
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Like other baseball teams, the Haskell
County baseball team will be looking forward
to getting back on the diamond after having
last season cancelled due to COVID-19.

“We were really disappointed to have to be
able to cancel the season last year. We had a
lot of returning lettermen and other key
players, so we had a chance to be really
competitive last year,” head coach Tim Dusin
said. “Unfortunately though, the season
being canceled is what ended up happening
and there wasn't really anything we could do
about it, but we were still really disappointed.
We had to be really patient with everything
because at that time, we also didn't know
when we would be back in school or anything
like that, so we had to play the waiting game
with all of that. When we did get back, we
took everything one day at a time, which was

really the only thing we could do.”
Dusin added he has some great players for

this year’s team to help have a successful
season.

“I've got six seniors on the team, three of
them from Satanta and the other three from
Moscow. The Satanta seniors are Liam
Niche, Aria Turango, and Angel Manriquez,
and my three seniors from Moscow are Isaac
Cliff, Gerardo Garcia, and Evan Rojo,”
Dusin said. “Those guys have been playing
baseball for a long time, and I'm expecting a
lot from my senior group. The main thing for
us is taking it one game at a time. Like I told
my guys during basketball season, take it one
game at a time and play the best you can
since we don't know what will end up
happening with the season.”

Dusin said he has high expectations for
this year.

“Our schedule here is really competitive,
the 1A and 2A State champions for the past
couple years have come out of Southwest

Kansas, so they'll be really good again. We
really have our work cut out for us for this
year,” Dusin said. “I think we'll be better
offensively, I like the way we're hitting the
ball so far and those things, and I've also got
some great guys in the outfield. My six
seniors have that depth and knowledge of the
game, which will also be really beneficial.”

Overall, Dusin said, he and his team are
ready to hit the diamond again.

“Everyone's really excited, we're all really
happy to have the chance to play again.
When it's nice outside and the weather's
cooperating, that's the best weather for
baseball and we're really looking forward to
being out on the field again this year. I think
this will be a good season for us, and I'm
ready to see what happens,” Dusin said.
“We've got a great group this year that I'm
looking forward to watching this year, and
I'm looking forward to seeing us on the field
and competing again.”

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times

The Haskell County softball team will be
looking to get back on the field after having
their season canceled last year due to
COVID-19.

“At that time, we'd only gotten about two
weeks of softball practice in, so it was really
devastating, especially for my seniors, all of
whom were four-year players in our co-op
with Sublette, which has actually only been
around for about five years now,” head coach
Jessica Ball said. “We were all really shocked
and we didn't know what all would happen.
Luckily, however, we were able to put
together a summer team, which was chaos
but still a good experience for everyone. We
knew we needed to play summer ball, I didn't
want anyone to lose a full season. We had to
wait for all the different mandates and things
like that to be made official, and I wanted the
team to keep going, and I wanted our seniors
to have a senior night, and we played a game
honoring them, which ended up really well.
The co-op relationship with Sublette is really
good, and I don't think we would have been

able to pull off what we did without them,
and I had 19 girls with the summer team, and
I've got 25 girls out for this spring season.”

Ball added she has some girls on the team
who will help this spring be a successful
season.

“My Satanta senior is Maddie Jaso, and
she's a starting varsity pitcher and has played
all four years. I've also got two phenomenal
catchers, Abby Babel and Mariah Carrillo,”
Ball said. “I've got a ton of other players who
can hit really well and can do a lot on the
defensive side of everything. Another senior
I've got is Anahi Miramontez, and her hitting
power is incredible. I've got some great
returners and a few really bright freshmen for
this year. I'm the most optimistic I've ever
been because there are only two of my girls
who I've never coached before, so I'm really
looking forward to seeing their potential. I've
got a solid group of 25, and the mood is just
so positive and everyone's so vocal, and I'm
really happy with where we're at.”

Ball added the league should be very
competitive for this season.

“I'm looking forward to seeing all my girls
be able to play. There's not that dread of are

we going to play or not, everything's starting
to stabilize somewhat, and I'm ready for
especially my juniors and seniors get their
hard work put into play, I think that's all
really exciting,” Ball said. “Probably our
biggest competition will be Spearville,
they've always got a solid team and coach,
and they work us really hard every year. The
rest of our league is also really competitive
and some of the schools we compete against
are also way bigger than we are.”

Overall, Ball said, she and her team are
excited for the coming season.

“I would say the overall mood is more one
of relief because we know we're going to have
a season and play games, and I've only had
one girl who had to quarantine, and it wasn't
even her who actually tested positive. We've
got 28 games total scheduled between JV
and varsity, and we're all really excited we'll
actually be able to play,” Ball said. “My
assistant coaches are awesome, they help me
so much and we've got a great program. The
co-op's been really successful and we've had
a winning season each year, which is great.
I'm looking forward to continuing that and
setting the tone for everyone else.”

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times

The COVID-19 pandemic shut down the spring season
for all athletics in Kansas last year, including for the Satanta
High School track team.

“There was quite a bit of shock and dismay and disap-
pointment. I actually had a bag packed with practice
clothes and some other things for that first day of practice,
which ultimately never happened,” head coach Karen
Burrows said. “Weeks later, there was something else I was
looking for, and I thought I'd lost it, but it turned out to be
in that practice bag I'd put together, and it made me really
sad. Our seniors this year, who missed out on their junior
season, this is their last chance to really show what they
have at this level. They all want the chance to compete.”

Burrows added she has high expectations for this year.
“We hope to make it through a full season without any

problems with quarantine or anything like that,” Burrows
said. “During cross country, all but one of my runners had
their season disrupted because of COVID-19 or
quarantine, so I hope that doesn't happen this year. I've got
a senior girl and some others on the team who I think have
real State potential.”

With that in mind, Burrows said there are several on the
team who should perform very well this year.

“On the girls' side, I've got Sicely Jackson and Ella
Burrows, who I've got really high expectations for. Sicely
will be sprinting and will be doing multiple sports in
college, and Ella runs distance,” Burrows said. “On the
boys' side, I've got Junior Prieto, who runs distance, and
I've got a couple young throwers, and one of them actually
won that event at League as an 8th grader, so I'm looking
forward to seeing what he can do. I'm looking forward to
seeing what all everyone can do.”

Overall, Burrows said, she and the rest of her team are
excited for this year.

“We really miss track meets, they're all so much fun. You
get to be outside and see a bunch of different people. And
track is also rather individualized, so you can watch
everyone going for personal bests and other goals they
have, and there's a great sense of community where
everyone's helping each other out,” Burrows said. “Our
bigger meets are always pretty challenging, and I expect
our Spearville meet to give us a good workout. We're also
going to be going to Dighton for the first time, so that will
be interesting due to the different competition we'll be
going against. Everyone's definitely excited, and I think
everyone is also thinking of this as an adventure because a
lot of them are doing events they haven't done before, so
it's great to see that growth and experimentation as far as
maybe trying high jump or something like that. We're all
really happy to be having a season. We've taken that for
granted and last year showed us things like athletic seasons
can be taken away, so we're really grateful and happy to be
together and get out and compete.”

Satanta track ready
to comepte in 2021

Haskell Co. baseball expects
to score more runs in 2021

Haskell County softball looks to build
off summer experience from 2020
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The soft thwock of tennis balls being batted
around will soon fill the air again for the Meade
High School men’s tennis team after last year’s
season was unceremoniously canceled due to
COVID-19.

“We were really unhappy because we had done
some recruiting and had put together a really
good team of 16, which is a big team for a school
of our size, so we were really disappointed that we
couldn't go ahead with the season,” head coach
Lori Bigler said. “Especially with our seniors, they
were done without having that final high school
season, so it was overall just really disappointing.
I took stock of who I knew would be coming back
for this year, we actually lost a really strong senior
player who should have had an amazing season
last year to finish everything, but he actually

ended up playing tennis in college. We were also
having to be patient because for a while, we
weren't 100 percent sure if we'd get a season this
year either, so there was that to also consider, but
we are able to have a team this year.”

Bigler added she is excited by the team she has
for this year.

“We've got Corbin Klawson coming, he's a

junior and he's been to State before, he actually
went with his older brother, Gatlin, so I'm looking
for a good season from him,” Bigler said. “I've also
got a freshman, Vincent Lin, who has a lot of
tournament experience. We've got several
returning juniors, and we've got no seniors
actually for this year, so we're going to be a young
team. One of my goals as a coach was to increase
the difficulty of the calendar, and I was doing that
as I was planning for this year. We'll be going to
some places we've never competed before, and
some of those are bigger schools and bigger
programs than what we're used to. One of our
bigger tournaments will be at Garden City, that
will feature a lot of bigger schools, and it's a
difficult tournament. I'm really happy we have a
full team that will be able to compete, that's what
really matters.”

Overall, Bigler said, she and the rest of her
team are very excited for this coming season.

“Getting back on the court, that's what we're all
looking forward to. We value that time on the
court now so much more since last year got taken
away from us,” Bigler said. “I'm also really happy
some of the rules from earlier in the pandemic
were dropped, I felt like some of them were rather
impractical for what we were doing, and I'm glad
we'll be able to play normal tennis now. I'm really
happy we get to compete, and so are my guys,
they're so dedicated and they can't get enough
play. There have been a few times when I
prepared to end practice but they actually wanted
to stay for a little bit longer and work on a few
other things, which I think is really exciting and
really fun. I'm really grateful we have a team, a lot
of schools have actually dropped their men's
tennis programs, so it's more and more difficult to
find teams within our driving radius, so I'm really
thankful Meade has kept this program and has
helped keep us going.”

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times

The Meade High School track team is looking to get back on the
track after last season was ultimately canceled due to COVID-19.

“There were a lot of questions when we found out about every-
thing being canceled, and as the season went along the disap-
pointment continually set in that they would miss out on the whole
season,” head coach Garrett Daugherty said. “We were looking to
be competitive last season so that was disappointing. The biggest
thing, was that we had a couple seniors that unfortunately never
had the chance to make one more run at a state medal. With that
though, it was more of a concern for how our kids would adjust to
the changes that held in place for them then and into the future.”

Daugherty said the team is excited to have a season again this
year.

“We're excited to just be able to get another track season in. We
are looking to go out and be competitive, grow as young men and
women, and to obtain our goals of competing for a state plaque on
both sides,” Daugherty said.

With that in mind, Daugherty said there are several people on the
team for this year who will help make that happen.

“On the girls team we return Kylin Rudzik (Jr.) who competed in
the hurdles at state in 2019. We also return Lauren Christensen
(Sr.), Shelby Christensen (Jr.), Melia Friesen (Jr.), and Allie Miller
(Jr.). We also have our girls cross-country team that took 4th this
season consisting of Alley Ross (Sr.), Katie Welsh (Sr.), Haley
Thompson (Jr.), and Kyra Shewey (So.). With that we have some
freshmen that are coming up that may help us out as well,”
Daugherty said. “On the guys team we return Vance Shewey (Sr.)

who medaled both his freshmen and sophomore year in the high
jump. We also return Torren Haynes (Jr.) who competed in the 800
2019. We also return Joshua Hughes (Jr.), Cullen Lumry (Jr.),
Kasch Jackson (So.), and Grayden Stapleton (So.). We also have
our boys cross-country team that took the State Title this year
which include Vance Shewey, Trent Roberts (Fr.), Logan Keith
(Fr.), and Brock Keith (Fr.). We expect to have a solid and deep
squad in 1A this year. Our goal for both our girls and guys teams is
to be competitive at the State meet and look to compete for a team
plaque. This will be a new year for us as it is the first track season
we will have in 1A.”

Overall, Daugherty said, the team is ready to compete again.
“We strive to do our best. We have developed a great team

chemistry, bond, and environment. I enjoy how our kids come ready
to work every day, they are extremely coachable, and build each
other on off days,” Daugherty said. “We will go the Shocker Pre-
State Challenge which will be our toughest regular season meet. We
will then have the Hugoton and Lakin meets towards the end that
should challenge our athletes as well. We are glad and itching to get
out and compete, but with that we are determined to show how
good we can be. We have a great group of kids this year and an
excellent staff to help support them!”

Meade sets high expectations
for boys and girls track in 2021

Meade was loaded for 2020 before season was canceled
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ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times

Golf teams throughout the area were preparing to hit the course
last year, but the COVID-19 pandemic struck, leaving many
seasons cancelled, including for the Meade High School golf team.

“It was a pretty big letdown for our golfers,
we were all looking forward to being out on the
course and enjoying the spring and playing
golf, but then everything got shut down,” head
coach Mario Saucedo said. “And we'd already
started handing out equipment and every-
thing, so to hear everything was shut down was
really heartbreaking. For this upcoming
season, I'd talked to my group and told them
they could also get out on their own and do
some individual work, which several of them
did, and that was really good to see. I've got a
few who are definitely varsity-level golfers, and
there are still a few I'm on the fence on as far as that, and I'm
looking forward to seeing what everyone can do on the course.”

Overall, Saucedo said, he is excited to see how this season turns
out.

“It's going to be different this year, mostly because of COVID-19.
I've got 11 total golfers, and last year, I didn't get to work with them

individually on their games to help them improve. In some ways, it
almost feels like I have a new group to work with,” Saucedo said.
“We're in a new league this year, we moved from the High Plains
league, so there will be some new opponents to go up against for
this coming season, but I think we'll be able to compete with them
fairly well. As a team, we're all excited about pushing each other

and helping each other improve, which is
something I always like to see. Since we changed
leagues, the main challenge will be the different
courses we'll be on that we've never played
before. We've also got a younger team this year,
which is also a challenge, but I'm looking
forward to working with them on improving their
game.”

Saucedo added the team’s overall mood is one
of excitement.

“As a whole, I'd say everyone's excited and
giddy, they're very ready to be out on the course
again and competing. They're all also extremely

focused and are willing to work on their game and improve
themselves. They're a very dedicated group and I can't wait to see
what all they accomplish,” Saucedo said. “We've only got 11 golfers
on the team for this year, and all of them are really dedicated
players. I'm glad we're able to have a season this year and I'm
excited to see what we do, we're all really excited about everything.”

Meade golf reboots after missing
2020 due to COVID-19
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

With COVID-19 canceling spring sports in 2020, the Hooker
Bulldogs’ most recent campaign in track and field yielded great
results for both teams, and Coach Jarret Kachel is looking to build
off that success.

The 2019 Lady Bulldogs finished in ninth place at the 2A state
meet, with the boys finishing in the runner-up position there.

As for how things are looking this season, however, Kachel said
that is hard to tell at this point.

“We have talent up and down the roster in both girls and boys, but
I expect the skill events, like hurdles and field events, to have really
taken a step back technically nationwide due to the pandemic,” he
said.

That being said, Kachel said he is expecting to again be at the top
end of the spectrum in both boys and girls track and field in
Oklahoma Class 2A.

“Both teams have set the goal to finish on the podium at the state
meet,” he said. “We absolutely have the talent to accomplish those
goals. The questions will be can we stay health and get a few things
to go our way.”

The Lady Bulldogs return juniors Hollie Stalder and Nayeli Cano,
both of whom Kachel considers key players in this year’s success.

“Nayeli is a solid sprinter with state meet and relay experience,” he

said. “Hollie is a high caliber distance runner who is coming off the
individual state championship in Class 2A cross country.”

New this year for Kachel’s Lady Bulldogs is Mady Swayze, who
the coach said had success in her prior years before coming to high
school.

“She was a monster sprinter in junior high with 100 meters, 200
meters and 400 meter range,” he said.

For the Hooker boys team, Kachel has a trio of veteran seniors in
Dillon Metcalf, Zeke Vega and Cole Fischer.

“All three of these guys have multiple years of state meet
experience and have the state medals to show it,” he said. “Dillon
will have the chance to compete for an individual state champi-
onship in both the 110 and 300 meter hurdles.”

New for the Bulldog boys this year is Kaysen Stevens, a two-time
All-Stater in cross country as a sophomore.

“Though this is his first high school track season, he is already a
veteran distance runner,” Kachel said. “As a team, we rely heavily on
consistent points from our distance events.”

So what is the key to success for Bulldogs track and field this year?
Kachel said first and foremost health.

“We have some depth, but never as much as I would like,” he said.
“Secondarily, relay exchanges. “Relays in Oklahoma are worth
double points and are the best way to the state title. Our relays are
solid, but we will have to have good exchanges at the regional meet
to make sure we get everyone into the state championship and set
ourselves up for success.”

2021 SPRING SPORTS PREVIEW 55

Hooker High School Boys Track
Cole Fischer 12th
Dillon Metcalf 12th
Zeke Vega 12th
Levi Carter 11th
Mykal Gribble 11th
Connor Hidalgo 11th
Hudsen Hill 11th
Griffin McKee 11th
Nate Metcalf 11th
Jacob Miller 11th
Gavynn Parker 11th
Seth Pritchard 11th
Francisco Rodriguez 11th
Thomas Rodriguez 11th
Jackson Arnold 10th
Josh Benfer 10th
Marcelo Casas 10th
Axel Fernandez 10th
Leniel Heredia 10th
Adrian Mendoza 10th
Melvin Negrete 10th
Blane Payden 10th
Jaxon Perkins 10th
Draydin Pruszynski 10th
Kaysen Stevens 10th
Christian Zaragoza 10th
Braxton Burge 9th
Omar Gomez 9th
Elijah Gribble 9th
Layden McGaha 9th
Israel Ramos 9th

Hooker High School Girls Track
Josie Gibson 12th
Cristal Hernandez 12th
Ashley Jimenez 12th
Alexa Moreno 12th
Nayeli Cano 11th
Landry Curtis 11th
Maddie Flanagan 11th
Regina Mejia 11th
Evany Romero 11th
Hollie Stalder 11th
Abigail Barraza 10th
Natali Castaneda 10th
Savannah Fischer 10th
Corlyn McGaha 10th
Valeria Mejia 10th
Kaitlyn Ochoa 10th
Briseida Rios 10th
Mady Swayze 10th
Brookelyn Trimble 10th
Allison Ugarte 10th
Sierra Fischer 9th
Ema Herald 9th
Natalie Martinez 9th
Hannah Lu 9th

After strong 2019 seasons, Hooker
track wants to return to state meet
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