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THE YEAR WAS SUPPOSED TO BE
FOCUSED, IT WAS SUPPOSED TO START A

DECADE OFF WITH A STRONG
ECONOMY AND OPTIMISM.AND THEN

CORONAVIRUS CAME.WHAT WAS
SUPPOSED TO TAKE TWO WEEKS TO GET

UNDER CONTROL TOOK AN ENTIRE YEAR,
ONE WE WILL NEVER FORGET.



EDITOR’S NOTE — Coronavirus came
to Kansas in early March, and as a
national and state emergency was
declared, quesitons started to rise as to
how to address the challenge.This story
from March 17, 2000, explains how it all
started.

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

There have been 14 confirmed
cases of the coronavirus, and only
one of them is in Western Kansas.

According to the Kansas
Department of Health and
Environment, there are 10 cases in
Johnson County, one in Wyandotte
County, one in Butler County and
one in Franklin County and one in
Forc County.

Southwest Medical Center CEO
Robert Whitaker confirmed there
have been no verified cases in
Seward County.

“There are no confirmed
COVID-19 cases in Seward
County,” he said.

The goal of the recent closures
and restricted movement around
the nation and in Seward County
are intended to insure that health
care facilities are not overwhelmed
with patients.

Southwest Medical Center has
101 beds, and they are intended for
those with the highest risk to life.

Whitaker said anyone who
develops a cough or other flu-like
symptoms should not immediately
seek hospitalization without
seeking their primary doctor’s
advice first.

“They should seek care from
their normal care provider,”
Whitaker said. “We are there to
help those physicians for the care
of their patients.”

Regular hospital operations,
however, are continuing, such as
scheduled operations, lab testing,
radiology and other services.

If a person cannot contact a
primary care giver, Whitaker
recommended calling the hospital
first at 620-624-1651.

SWMC has also limited access.
Those under the age of 18 are
discouraged from visiting, and
other parties will be limited to two
gusts per patient.

“Technology is great today,
Whitaker said. “If you can do a
video call, visit that way.”

SWMC staff has also been
working to correct false infor-
mation.

“The KDHE will announce
where confirmed cases are,”
Whitaker said. “If you get a text or
see something on social media,
unless it comes from the KDHE, it
is not accurate.”

Groups limited to 50 or
less in Kansas

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

To help flatten the curve on the

spread of the coronavirus, Kansas
Gov. Laura Kelly issued an
executive order Monday evening
limiting gatherings in Kansas to 50
people or less.

Kelly specifically listed those
restrictions apply to churches,
restaurants, concerts, recreational
facilities and “other venues.”

The restrictions were imple-
mented to align Kansas with the
recommendation from the Center
for Disease Control.

President Donald Trump
suggested that people should
restrict themselves to gatherings of
10 or less.

Seward County Commission
Chairman Nathan McCaffrey
shared that the mandates are
coming from the state and federal
level.

“It is pretty much a top down
system right now,” McCaffrey said.
“We haven’t added any additional
restrictions beyond what is coming
from others.”

Seward County Emergency
Management Director Greg
Standard received permission from
the Seward County Commission to
establish an Emergency Opera-
tions Center at the county-owned
building at 1411 W. 15th that is
being converted into the new
Seward County Health
Department.

The goal is to establish a commu-
nications center for coordination
between emergency personnel, law
enforcement, school representa-
tives, hospital representatives and
more to ensure cooperation and
eliminate any confusion.

“The situation is changing in
hours, not days,” Standard said.
“This is more like a slow moving
tornado.”

There have been uses of an EOC
in the past, but generally it was for
short-term use of only a day or two.

There is no specific timeframe on
how long the EOC may be needed
this time, according to Standard.

While the EOC will be used to
keep the public informed and
groups working together, it is not a
quarantine location.

Anyone who may contract the
coronavirus will most likely be
quarantined in their own home or,

if absolutely necessary, in a
hospital.

The governor’s restrictions will
continue for eight weeks.

For continued updates on the
local response, see liberalfirst.com

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader & Times

A short series of local emergency
meetings has taken place within the
last week, the first of which took
place Friday night with the Seward
County Commission and health
care workers discussing the possi-
bility of shutting down some
scheduled events due to the
possible spread of the Coronavirus.

Commission Chairman Nathan
McCaffrey said Friday’s meeting
was called by Administrator April
Warden, who joined the meeting
via telephone, to see what should
be done after the Kansas State
Board of Education put a mandate
on events with 100 or more people
involved. Later, school were closed
across Kansas for a week.

“There was a meeting earlier this
afternoon which precipitated this,”
he said Friday. “The meeting
involved personnel from the
county, especially the health
department, emergency
management services and
Southwest Medical Center and
USD 480,” he said. “A portion of
that meeting centered around large
crowd events in our community
and how we want to handle that,
which has led us here to this point.”

Warden then ran through the
events which have been scheduled
through the next month at the
Seward County Activity Center
and Ag Building. Some of those
events include an enrollment for
the Head Start and Bright Start
programs scheduled for today and
Wednesday, ‘That’ Liberal Band’s
Fish Fry scheduled for March 27,
several quinceaneras, Memorial
Library’s Children’s Healthy Fun
Fair on April 4, and a concert
featuring the Josh Abbott Band on
April 11.

The commission would opt
eventually to call off all events at
the Activity Center and Ag

Building through April 11, but
Warden also went through others
scheduled for later next month,
including extreme midget wrestling
and a Liberal High School After
Prom event, both set for April 18,
Seward County’s own County
Government Days April 21-22 and
the LHS academic awards on April
27.

The events after April 11 are still
pending a later review of conditions
by the commission, most likely at

its April 6 meeting, to see if the
board wishes to extend the
suspension.

Friday, Warden was asked if she
had contacted any of the organizers
of those events. She said she had
not and was simply looking for
direction from the commission as
to what should be done.

“I did not feel comfortable
contacting any event organizers
until the commissioners had an
idea of what threshold they were

looking at and what guidance you
were going to provide staff to begin
contacting this people,” she said.

Monday, Kansas Gov Laura
Kelly made the decision for Seward
County and the entire state,
banning all gatherings of more than
50 for 60 days.

Seward County Health
Department Administrator Martha
Brown said a group of emergency
leaders in the county began
meeting March 9.
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Kansas in partial shutdown to limit spread

Liberal High School’s parking lot sits empty this morning after the Kansas
Board of Education ordered all schools in Kansas to close this week in
response to the coronavirus. Educators across the state are working on plans
to develop virtual online classrooms if students are nto allowed to return to
class in a timely manner. L&T photo/Elly Grimm



After an act of police brutality occurred
in Minneapolis, a group of local
residents marched from the Southgate
Mall to Light Park down KansasAvenue
to show support for ending racism in
America.This article was printed June 2,
2020.

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

On the streets of major cities
across the nation, protests against
the death of George Floyd at the
hands of a police officer in
Minnesota started peacefully
before they were followed by
looters and rioters who pillaged
business districts and set buildings
ablaze.

But those seeking to exercise
their First Amendment rights to
protest in Liberal wanted to set a
better example, and Kathleen
Alonso put out a call on social
media for a group to gather at the
Southgate Mall, to wear black and
protective face masks because of
the coronavirus outbreak to start a
peaceful march Sunday evening.

Liberal Police Chief William
Cutshall and his officers joined in
the event by protecting the
protesters on their march from
Pine Street to 11th Street, blocking
traffic and as the group of about
100 displayed their signs and
chanted.

There was no property damage
or altercations as the chants of “No
justice no peace,” “I can’t breathe,”
and others were shared in public.

The group was mostly made up

of Liberal’s younger minority
community but represented the
local diverse population.

“Our community is not immune
to COVID-19, and we are not
immune to racism to discirmi-
nation, no matter what anyone
believes or thinks,” Alonso said.
“We as a young generation and the
people who will eventually raise
families here, we need to voice our
opinion on how we feel about the
injustice within our system. Until
we as a comunity start to have that
conversation with each other, we
will never grow and change and
never become better people. I feel
like this was a good start to bring
more awareness. Even through
George Floyd did not die by
Liberal police, we are not imune
from racism or discrimination.”

Last week, the Liberal Police
Deparmtent issued a rare public
statement on the event in
Minnesota.

“Liberal, this is not us,” the
statement on soical media read.
“We see you, we support you and
we respect you. Please continue to
support us during these troubling
times in our nation.”

Even though the protest did not
have the necessary permit, the
Liberla Police Department worked
with the organizers to make sure
the event could take place and
remain safe.

“We got their support, and they
were on board with that, and they
agreed with our cause,” Alonso
said. “That was important to us. It

says a lot.”
While the protests raged across

the nation, with many ending in
violence and damage, Liberal’s
event was meant to set an exampe
of how to be heard without
resorting to violence. Many social
media comments supported the
march and its peaceful approach.

“A lot of the media is showing a
lot of riots and looting and taking
from our cause and George
(Floyd’s) memory,” Alonso said.
“We can join together in positivity
and still make a difference.”

The group met together again
Monday and followed the same
route down Kansas Avenue, again
with the support and protection of
the Liberal Police Department.
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Protesters march down 11th Street
near Light Park after starting their
walk at the Southgate Mall Sunday
evening.The protesters were calling
for an end to racism and police
brutality after the death of George
Floyd in Minnesota. L&T photo/Earl
Watt

Locals march
in support of
ending racism
in America



AVID, a student support program that
was recognized as a model in the
nation was scrapped at Liberal High
School despite strong support from
parents, students and staff.This article
printed Feb. 11, 2020.

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader & Times

The Liberal High School AVID
program continues to have much
support and Monday evening,
more were on hand to express that
support to the USD 480 school
board.

First to speak about the program
was Shawn Riggs.

“AVID started 13 years ago with
only one class and in those 13
years, AVID students, parents and
teachers – non-AVID teachers –
were AVID trained and they helped
all students at LHS,” Riggs said.
“From that one class, it spread to
the other schools in the district. In
those 13 years, AVID students have
received thousands of dollars in
scholarships, which wouldn’t have
happened without AVID. Many of
those students have been able to
more than attain their educational
goals, some of whom you saw at
the last meeting. Both Eisenhower
Middle School and Seymour
Rogers Middle School have elected
to keep AVID because AVID helps
keep those best practices in
teaching. What I would like to add
is a personal comment of is if AVID
is the best horse you have in the
stable, why do you want to put it
down? It’s performing, it’s doing
very well, and it’s for all students.
At Liberal High School, they’re
going to replace it with something
like AVID, but it’s not AVID. My
dad never got a college education,
but he always said ‘Always buy the
best you can and you’ll always be
happy.’ So why do they want to
replace AVID with something like
AVID? If it’s about money, we can
find it. It is for the students.
Throughout the past 13 years with
AVID, we’ve had generational
students come up through the
ranks and say they want to be like
their older sibling who was in
AVID. But now we’re telling them
they won’t have that opportunity.
We didn’t create a generation of
students looking for a handout,
that’s not what AVID is, it’s about
the best practices that allow
students to achieve their best.
Removing AVID from LHS would
be a travesty, it won’t do anyone
any good.”

Silvia Pando was next to speak
to the board.

“AVID was a brand new program
when my children joined and since
there were rather low numbers at
that time, we decided to enroll my
children in AVID,” Pando said. “I
think it would be a big mistake to
get rid of AVID. I’m worried about
the future of Liberal students
coming through LHS and their
education. From what I hear,
AVID’s basically the only good
thing going on at LHS, so it would
be a tragedy to get rid of it. It’s not
a handout, every student works for
what they get, which I remember
from when my own children were
part of it. And my children all
graduated from high school, some
of them with honors and they all
played sports and participated in
extracurriculars and all of those
things. I think it would be very, very
sad to lose AVID for the future of
Liberal.”

Up next to speak to the board
was Viri Barraza-Rivas.

“Advancement Via Individual
Determination, also known as
AVID, is a college readiness
program anyone can apply for, but
only a select few are chosen,”
Barraza-Rivas. “I understand what
LHS is wanting to do, they’re
wanting to make AVID school-wide
and be available for all students,
and to a point, I agree you can’t
have AVID without it being school-
wide. However, all teachers use
AVID strategies with their students
and every student has the chance
to get that extra push and extra
help in order to be successful. By
getting rid of AVID, only those who
are privileged and talented will get
scholarships, and that’s a very small

group. You would think if you
worked hard, you’ll be rewarded – a
hardworking student has the right
to apply for those same scholar-
ships. AVID has been working for
13 years and I respect that there
are people who believe AVID needs
to go, and they are entitled to that
opinion. But you can’t sit there and
not listen to these students and
teachers and parents who are here
to fight for it to remain at LHS. If
AVID does end up going away, it
needs to be done gradually instead
of just being tossed out with no
warning whatsoever. From an
outside point of view, it might be
difficult to understand what this
program is and what it does, but it’s
not until you see it in action that
you truly get its full scope. Every

student deserves the opportunity
given for success thanks to this
program, please don’t take it away.”

Last to speak to the board was
Cliff Lahita.

“AVID is designed to provide

opportunities for first-generation
college students. I want you to
imagine, if you can, what it’s like to
be in the shoes of someone like
that,” Lahita said. “I don’t have to
imagine that, I know what it’s like
because that’s the path I took and it
was arduous, but it is worth it.
AVID teachers are teaching organi-
zational skills as well as study skills
and presentation skills to our
students, all of which are important
skills whether you’re in business or
continuing your education. They’re
necessary for everyone to achieve
as much as they can. AVID also
allows students to explore their
opportunities familiar and

unfamiliar. By exposing students to
AVID and the opportunities
associated with it, we broaden their
opportunities and broaden their
vision. AVID is tailor-made for the
student body of USD 480, which
has a sizeable amount of first-
generation college students and a
sizeable about of students who
have academic talent but also some
hindrances in life that may prevent
them from fully reaching those
opportunities. AVID also serves
students who are right there in the
middle, there’s no other program
that does this. AVID strategies also
benefit students 100 percent of the
time when used properly, it’s a
collection of the best practices for
teachers and students as estab-
lished. AVID also has a proven
record of success from all angles
and it’s been proven AVID students
succeed. Given all these facts, why
discontinue AVID? There’s no real
reason to do so and we will find a
way to keep it going.”
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Viri Barraza-Rivas speaks to the
USD 480 school board Monday
evening in defense of Liberal High
School’s AVID program.The
decision to remove AVID from the
curriculum has sparked a lot of
discussion within the community for
the past several weeks. L&T photo/Elly
Grimm

Parents continue to voice support for AVID program at LHS

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader & Times

AVID has been an integral part of the curriculum
throughout USD 480 for the past several years, including
seeing Liberal High School being recognized as an AVID
demonstration school.

Recently, however, discussion has started regarding
phasing AVID out of the LHS curriculum and Monday
evening, students, teachers and parents voiced their
concerns to the USD 480 school board.

“AVID is not a program, it is a system, and it’s one that
works,” LHS AVID coordinator Luz Riggs began. “AVID’s
mission statement says ‘AVID's mission is to close the
achievement gap by preparing all students for college

readiness and success in a global society.’ It’s something that
should be implemented for all students, and it’s something
that should be available to all students. Are we doing that?
Yes, and we have been doing that since 2007. We’ve had
trainings for teachers and currently, we have 52 certified
teachers at LHS, and 30 of them are AVID-certified. The
AVID system works. We have excellent representation of
that at LHS and we hear praise about that from other
schools who come and visit us and they want to know how
in the world did we implement AVID with training for the
teachers, because not every district has that. Why did we do
that? Because in 2007 we had excellent leadership who
wanted to implement this and wanted to see this last a long

These LHS AVID students listen to a presentation supporting AVID during the most recent USD 480 school board meeting
Monday evening. Many people were at the meeting to speak in support of AVID’s use and how it helped them. L&T photo/Elly
Grimm
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2050 N. Kansas • Ayr Lanes @ Billy’s • 620-626-4400

FULL MENU DELIVERY. SEE IT AT BILLYSBLUEDUCKBBQ.COM
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AVID SUPPORTERS

Students, parents, teachers rally
to keep student support program

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader & Times

The Seward County Commission changed
part of its leadership at its meeting Monday
morning.

Commissioners voted to retain Nathan
McCaffrey as chairman of the board, while
members chose to change vice chairman
from Jim Rice to Ada Linenbroker.

That move came
prior to the
approval of a few
action items,
including the
authorization of
McCaffrey to sign
the updated
agreement with
ComplianceOne
to continue to
administer the
county’s drug and
alcohol program
for CDL drivers,
the county’s employee assistance program for
all employees and the new Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration Clearinghouse
services.

Seward County Administrator April
Warden said ComplianceOne is the county’s
third party administrator for these services,
and she explained the Clearinghouse require-
ments are primarily for CDL drivers.

“We currently use ComplianceOne for our
drug and alcohol program, so we are asking
them to administer the new Clearinghouse
requirement as well,” she said. “They will run
the mandated series on all potential new hires
and current employees we have who are
CDL holders.”

Warden said the new regulation went into
effect Jan. 6, and it establishes a secure online
database that requires county officials to

McCaffrey
remains chair,
Linenbroker
becomes vice
chair for county

LINENBROKER

◆ See COUNTY/Page 3

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader & Times

The search for employment is a rather
tedious process and soon, the Liberal
Chamber of Commerce will be hosting an
event to help take away some of that and
help people in the area currently seeking
jobs. 

This year’s Southwest Kansas Regional Job
Fair will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 5 at the Seward County
Activity Center. For any business that would
like to have a booth, there is a registration
form to fill out and the cost is $60 for a single
booth space (10X10) and $85 for a double
booth space (10X20), and if a business is
interested in having a booth they would just
need to call the Chamber of Commerce
office at 620-624-3855. Set-up for the event
is 8 to 10 that morning. 

“We're expecting a lot of people to come
out either as businesses or as job seekers. We
are hosting this in conjunction with Allied
Health at Seward County Community
College, so we're also expecting a lot of
nursing students to be at this event looking
for jobs,” Liberal Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Rozelle Webb said. “And
along with the Allied Health, there will be
other hospitals and medical facilities repre-
sented at this event, so the medical field will
definitely be represented that day and
anyone seeking a position in the medical
field should have a lot of options. We'll also
be serving lunch out there from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., the kitchen will be serving soup and
some other sides for $5, so that's handy for
people who will be out there. We also have
several sponsors including KSCB-The
Legend, the Leader & Times, Phi Beta
Lambda, Prairie Fire Coffee, Rocking M
Media, SCCC and the Liberal Chamber of
Commerce. The college will also be offering

‘The Dream’ continues

Job fair
coming
Feb. 5

◆ See JOB FAIR/Page 5

Many Liberal citizens march up Kansas Avenue Monday afternoon for this year’s Martin
Luther King Jr. Day march in honor of the work of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. See
Thursday’s L&T for more photos and a recap of the event. L&T photo/Elly Grimm



Katie Horyna takes a shot at the Class 6A State Tournament in Wichita.The Lady Redskins
advanced to the semifinals before the tournament was canceled. L&T photo/Earl Watt

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

Late Thursday evening, the Kansas High
School Activities Association made the call to
cancel the state basketball tournaments taking
place across the State of Kansas.

That ended a historic run for the Lady Redskins
who sat at 23-0 and advanced to the semifinals
before being notified Thursday that the final two
days of the tournament had been canceled.

Earlier in the day, the NCAA canceled the
national tournaments.

While Liberal coach Carter Kruger understood
the decision, as a competitor, it was still a tough
pill to swallow.

“I would have rather lost by 25 but had a
chance to see,” he said. “Honestly, it’s not even
the win or loss but the opportunity to finish the
season on the court. It’s special with these kids
we’ve coached for so long. You want to make that
memory. Maybe it would be the joy of winning or
the agony of defeat. We knew Saturday it would
be over. When you play the game knowing it is the
last time, it’s different. As athletes and coaches,
you understand there is an end, but you want it to
come on your terms. That wasn’t the case.”

Sitting at 23-0 and preparing to face Derby,
Kruger liked the match-up.

“We certainly liked our chances,” Kruger said.
“We would have to play well against Derby. We
had a ton of potential and was just starting to play
our best basketball. We thought we could make a
run at it. It wasn’t in the cards. It doesn’t take
away form the season our team had. We had
some ups and downs, close calls, and got better
every day. We are closer than any team I’ve seen
in my life. We competed extremely hard. I’m just
so proud of them. You want to end it on the court
with a state title, but as far as I am concerned,
they are champions. They displayed so much
character, we know they have a bright future
ahead. We are disappointed not to play on the
court, but these are unprecedented times. We
understand the reason.”

The announcement finally came about 8:20
Thursday night that basketball season was ending
early in Kansas.

“Everyone’s season would end this weekend,
but not to play it out on the court, and then, to
find out as a team it is over, it lacks a little
closure,” Kruger said. “There’s a wound. Players,
coaches and fans are hurt. We can’t control it. We
just have to hope everyone is safe and healthy.
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Kruger: Cancellation leaves a wound
Lady Redskins go 23-0 when state tourney suspended
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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader & Times

On any given Saturday, people
can be seen in Liberal’s Light Park.
Normally, it is for mostly recre-
ational purposes.

Saturday saw the park used for a
more important purpose that could
affect the future of America.

The 2020 Pop Up 4 Trump
Kansas Roadshow was in town to
show support for the current
president. The event began with a
parade starting at the Rock Island
Depot and proceeding to Light
Park, where Trump supporters, as
well as some protesters, gathered.

Kansas GOP First District Vice
Chair Laura Tawater said she was
quite pleased with how Saturday’s
event went.

“This was a phenomenal turnout
for the Trump train parade, way
more than we expected,” she said.
“I know there’s people from all over
who came to this parade. We had a
whole parking lot full of bikers, and
we actually ran out of room at the
Depot when we were in line. Folks
had to take up the street just to
park. We made out here to Light
Park, and we’ve gathered together.
We’ve opened up the mic with our
sound system so people can share
what’s on their heart.”

The roadshow has been in many
towns in the Sunflower State, 38
prior to Liberal, and out of those,
Tawater said the local event was the
best she has seen.

“We’ve been in Johnson County,
Wyandotte, out in Wichita, but
down here in the southwest corner
of Kansas, this is the best event
we’ve had,” she said.

The Pop Up 4 Trump Roadshow
was scheduled to be in Bucklin
Sunday, along with some towns in
Kansas’ Fourth Congressional
District before taking a bit of a
break.

As expected, Tawater said
November’s general election will
produce a red wave in Kansas.

“I think we’ll pick up the conser-
vatives,” she said. “We have a lot of
great conservatives who won their
primary, and I believe we’ll get
them into office. I think we’ll have
Roger Marshall as our next senator.
He’s doing very well in his
campaign, and he’s been tagging
along with us in some of our stops.
Tracey Mann, our First District
Republican nominee, I think he will
also, without a problem, pick up
the First District. I think we’re
looking at a more conservative
legislature, and I hope it is a veto
proof majority this time around.”

Now, Tawater said efforts such as
Pop Up 4 Trump are what it will
take to turn the rest of America red.

“I think when we do grassroots
events and movements like we’re
doing here today with everybody,
when we do that across a country,
it’s really a ‘get out the vote’
campaign,” she said. “We helping

people register to vote. We’re going
to help them get to the polls, and I
think the voter turnout will be
much higher for Republicans in our
country.”

Tawater talked about what the
damage the Democratic Party has
done to America, particularly
during the Trump administration.

“I don’t think there should be a
Democrat Party in the United
States anymore,” she said. “I think
it is moving so far left. I think
they’re moving into communism.
Just like today, we had the Black
Lives Matter protest out here.
They’re linked up with Antifa, all of
these really radical left wing non-
profit organizations and pacts, and
they’re all pushing communism.
They’re all linked with the
Democrat Party, and it’s seditious.
There just shouldn’t be a Democrat
Party anymore.”

C.J.Wettstein addresses the crowd of Trump supporters Saturday afternoon at the Pop Up 4 Trump gathering at
Light Park. L&T photo/Robert Pierce

Trump support parades in Liberal,
small group of protesters arrive

A small group protests at Saturday’s Pop Up 4 Trump event at Light Park.
The protestors could be heard shouting “black lives matter” while the
Trump supporters responded with “all lives matter” and the roaring of
motorcycle engines. L&T photo/Robert Pierce



This story is the last win for the Bee
Jays in 2020 that moved the Bee Jays
into the top five in the country. Liberal
finished 30-9 in the COVID season.

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times

Strong starting pitching
continued to help the Bee Jays
advance at the NBC World Series
Tuesday in Hutchinson.

Hayden Arnold threw six
scoreless innings, and the Bee Jays
bats did just enough to secure a 2-
0 win over the Hutchinson
Monarchs, setting up a clash of
NBC titans between the Bee Jays
and the 2018 national champion
Santa Barbara Foresters at 8:30
p.m. today at Eck Stadium on the
campus of Wichita State
University.

Cayde Ward continued to be the
spark at the plate for the Bee Jays,
leading off the second inning with a
single, and after Tyler Delong
doubled, Ward scored on a sacrifice
fly from Aidan Shepardson to give
the Bee Jays a 1-0 lead.

Bryce Donovan and Ward led off
the fourth with back-to-back
singles, and a sacrifice fly from
Delong allowed Donovan to score
and give the Bee Jays a 2-0 lead.

Arnold scattered three Monarch
hits and one walk through six
innings and didn’t allow a run while
striking out six.

Cory Didier came in relief in the
seventh and did not allow a hit
while walking two.

One of Didier’s walks came to
the lead-off bater in the ninth, and
the Monarchs had three chances to
tie the game, but Didier forced two
groundouts and a fly ball to secure
the 2-0 win.

Ward had three hits in the win
and scored a run.

Donovan had two hits and also
scored a run.

Liberal moved to 30-7 on the

season, and the win set up a clash
with the Foresters today.

The Foresters received a bye in
the first round and knocked off the
Denver Cougars 8-0 to advance to
the showdown with the Bee Jays.

The Hays Larks also advanced to
the Final Four of the Winner’s
Bracket with a 5-3 win over the
Lonestar Baseball Club. The Larks
will face last year’s national runner-
up, the Cheney Diamond Dawgs,
at 6 p.m. Thursday at Eck Stadium.

The Bee Jays and Foresters both
have strong NBC resumes.

The Foresters have won seven
national championships with their
first coming in 2006. The Foresters

have been a dominant force at the
tournament for the past 13 years,
winning additional titles in 2008,
2011, 2012, 2014, 2016 and 2018.

Santa Barbara finished second
twice, in 2003 and 2005.

The Bee Jays have deeper roots
at the NBC World Series, winning
five championships with their first
coming in 1868. Liberal added
titles in 1979, 1985, 2000 and
2010.

Liberal has finished second seven
times in 1965, 1969, 1973, 1980,
1981, 1984 and 1992.

Combined, Liberal and Santa
Barbara have played in 21 national
championship games.

Bee Jays continue tradition by playing in 2020, advance to NBC World Series
Reviewnews@liberalfirst.com
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The Liberal Bee Jays celebrate a win over Great Bend earlier this summer.Tuesday, the Bee Jays knocked off the
Hutchinson Monarchs to move to 2-0 at the NBC World Series and will face Santa Barbara at 8:30 p.m.Thursday.
L&T photo/Earl Watt

While the rest of
the league
canceled, the Bee
Jays continued to
play and finished
fifth in the nation
at the NBC
World Series.



After decades of requests to have a
recreation center, and a public vote
against an $8 million facility, the City
finally reached an agreement with USD
No.480 to convert the former South
Middle School into a public recreation
center.This article is from March 5,
2020.

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader & Times

After multiple decades of work
and failed votes, Liberal took
another step forward Wednesday
morning toward providing a
community recreation center.

The opening and ribbon-cutting
took place at the former South
Middle School building
Wednesday morning and according
to City of Liberal Director of
Recreation Matt Quint, the project
has been a long time coming.

“The Recreation Center project
as a whole got started long before I
started with the Recreation
Department, I want to say it was
about 1972 when talks had started
about putting this together,” Quint
said. “I started with the department
about six years ago and the mission
from day one was to get a recre-
ation center built and we all knew
this was something we needed to
push toward and work toward for
the community because it was so
new and a lot of people have
wanted this. There are a lot of
moving parts with this project.
We're very thankful to USD 480 for
having donated this building to the
community, we can't say enough
thanks to them because the
building itself is still in very good
shape and everyone would have
been sad to see it torn down,”
Quint said. “Everything came
together for this and there were a
lot of others in the community who
were so helpful in getting this
together. The first work that was
done was in the gym area, we
cleaned the floors and did some
painting and other work in there
and made it operational, and then
we got the sprinkler system
installed. It was about a month and

a half ago when the batting cages
came in – we'd met with the
contractor who helped develop the
new Sharp Family Champions
Center, we brought him over and
told him what we were thinking
and told him about the need for it,
and we asked him if it was possible.
After some work and thought, he
ultimately told us 'Yes' and every-
thing came together and we're so
happy with how the batting cages
turned out.”

The most recently completed
project was a set of three batting
cages, which are set up in the
building’s former cafeteria area.
The batting cages, Quint said, are
just one part of the puzzle.

“We're nowhere near reaching
the full potential of what this
building could be. The batting
cages are just one stop on the road
and we have a lot of other projects
coming up and a lot of goals for this
place,” Quint said. “During the
course of all of this there have been
so many people who have come up

to me and asked 'Could you do
THIS?' or 'Would THIS be
something that could work in that
building?' and we love that input
from the community. I know laser
tag has been suggested, and I know
we're repurposing the track
outside, so there are several possi-
bilities with that, I know the idea of
making it into a go-kart track has
been put out there, and again, we
love the community input. We were
actually at one of the middle
schools a few weeks ago and we
asked the students 'What would
you like to see in that building?' and
there were so many ideas given to
us like archery tag and laser tag and
so many other activities, and it's
great to have the input from that
age group because that means they
will actually want to come to the
recreation center, and that will
keep them off the screens and off
the streets, which is great. I'd love
to take all those ideas from the
community and see what we can
do, that's the best part of what I do,

and that's been my favorite part of
this process. And for those who
want to reserve a time, they can e-
mail us at the recreation center or
message us through Facebook or
come see us in person, whatever
works for them, and there are three
cages for use that have a 90-minute
time limit. Anyone who wants to
use the batting cages will have to
sign a waiver and go through the
rules with us about safety and all of
that. The batting cages are for
anyone who wants to improve on
that skill, whether they're in school
or on an adult softball/baseball
team.”

With projects coming together,
Quint offered encouragement for
people in the community to visit
not only the batting cages but also
the rest of the building to hear what
plans are for the other areas of the
space.

“We've put some photos up on
our social media pages, which a lot
of people have seen, but it's better
to come in and see them for

yourselves and use them. And we
love showing people around here
and giving tours and telling them
what certain rooms are going to be
used for and things like that, it's
great sharing that with the
community. So come on out and
see for yourself what all is going on
here,” Quint said. “The next project
we'll be working on is working to
turn the old library room into a
large meeting room and ultimately
the Liberal City Commission
chambers, so we're eager to get
working on that. We have the
drawings and designs ready to go
and we're ready to get working on
making that project happen. Then
we'll also be working on a bunch of
other projects throughout the
building, it's going to be amazing
when everything is fully set up in
here. I want to give another shout-
out to the community, they've been
amazing through this whole
process. I also want to give a big
thanks to the Parks Department,
the Water Department and so

many others because basically
every City of Liberal department
has been in on this and helping it
move forward, so I can't thank the
city enough. When we started this
six years ago, so many people said
'This will NEVER happen' and
today is when we cut the ribbon
and opened the first part, so that's
really showed us to keep pushing
and keep moving forward in
making things happen if you really
want it.”

Liberal Mayor Connie Seigrist
also shared her thoughts on the
project at the end of the ceremony
Wednesday.

“I have been wanting to see this
happen for more than 30 years
because this is something the
community has wanted and
needed, and it got to the point
where I wondered if I was going to
live to see this project come to
fruition,” Seigrist said. “I'm proud
to stand here today and say I did
live to see this happen, this will be
great for Liberal.”
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Liberal Mayor Connie Seigrist cuts the ribbon for the new commuity rec center during a ceremony Wednesday morning. Much praise and thanks were expressed to people and entities who
helped the project come to fruition, a multi-decade effort. L&T photo/Elly Grimm

Rec center opens in former middle school



By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader & Times

For about four blocks going
north on Washington Avenue from
Second Street in Liberal, a
community of law enforcement can
be seen with the Liberal Police
Department, Seward County
Courthouse and the Law
Enforcement Center all in that
stretch of road.

With that in mind, officers from
both the LPD and the Seward
County Sheriff’s office can be seen
coming and going from those facil-
ities on a daily basis.

Thursday afternoon, officers
from those departments were
joined by others throughout the
area, including some from both the
Kansas Highway Patrol and the
Oklahoma Highway Patrol, as well
as local first responders to honor
outgoing Sheriff Bill McBryde.

The responders drove from the
parking lot at the Rock Island
Depot north to the parking lot at
the Law Enforcement Center as
they greeted McBryde and
exchanged well wishes.

McBryde has worked for 40
years in law enforcement, with
many of those years serving as
sheriff in Seward County, and with
that in mind, he has seen many
changes over the years.

As McBryde tells it, those
changes have been like “going from
a big tablet to technology today.”

“All of us have lived different
lives and different aspects of law
enforcement,” he said. “We’re all
here to serve. We’re all family. We
just try to make life better for
everybody. Being in the position as
sheriff, you’re ultimately respon-
sible not only for the public but
your people. These are second
family to us. We’ve married these
people. We’ve buried these people
unfortunately. It’s a rough life.
Times have changed severely within
the system.”

Naturally, McBryde liked what
he saw Thursday afternoon.

“I’m very impressed,” he said.
“I’m humbled by everybody who
showed up. I’ll never forget it.”

As for what the outgoing sheriff,
who decided earlier this year not to
rerun for the office, will do,
McBryde said he is unsure of that
at this point.

“I don’t really have any plans
right now,” he said. “I might fish for
a while. I might hunt for a while. I
might not do anything for a while.”

McBryde’s replacement, Gene
Ward, the lone candidate who filed
for the office of sheriff, brings a
wealth of experience to his new
position.

“I have been here for about 21,

22 years,” Ward said. “I was a street
officer for about two or three years.
I moved up to a sergeant’s position,
and I was the first sergeant in the
office. I was on the street as a
sergeant for about 15 years.”

A few years ago, former Under-
sheriff Gene Austin retired, and
McBryde promoted Ward to that
position. Until this year, Ward had
been there since then.

Ward is also the leader for the
local Critical Response Team and
oversees the Seward County Jail,
the records department and his
team of street officers.

Initially, Ward said he was going
to school to be a teacher, but after
a conversation with former Seward
County Community College
Instructor Larry Wade, those plans
changed.

“He told me I would be a great
candidate for law enforcement,”
Ward said. “At the time, I told him,
‘I don’t think so.’ He said, ‘You take
one class of mine. Take the investi-
gations class. If you still don’t like
it, I’ll still give you the credit.’ I took
that class, and I was hooked. I love
solving people problems. I really
joined the law enforcement
community because at the time, I
was seeing a lot of kids getting in
trouble. I wanted to see if I could
help. That’s when we started doing
in-school programs.”

One of Ward’s primary goals as
sheriff is to continue to try to keep
Seward County’s crime rate down.

“By doing that, the guys have
been told they need to do more
patrolling and be places in our
county they usually don’t go to and
keep an eye out for strange cars
and things of that nature,” he said.

Ward does have some projects he
wants to implement, including
some in the jail.

“One of them is video visitation
for the community to contact the
people who are in jail,” he said.
“The agreement for that’s been
signed off on. The process has been
started. It just hasn’t finished yet.”

In many urban areas of the
country, there are negative
attitudes about law enforcement,
particularly that some in the line of
work are instituting the practice of
racial profiling. Ward said he sees
no such issues with area officers.

“I think with the crews we have
working here in law enforcement in
the police department, the sheriff’s
office and the highway patrol, I
have not met anybody who is
biased when it comes to people,”

he said. “If you break the law, we
act upon it. It doesn’t matter what
color you are, what race you are or
who you are. That’s my philosophy.
I believe everybody is absolutely
innocent until proven guilty, but I
also don’t believe, in this area,
anybody gets arrested for no
reason. I think in this area, people
are a lot different than in big cities.
They still want to help each other.”

Ward said steps are even taken to
prevent racial profiling in his office.

“It’s required once a year you
take the biased-base policing
course,” he said. “It’s for everyone
in our office, not just the officers. I
think that helps a lot too. It’s a
racial profiling class. It helps them
understand why they shouldn’t do
that.”

Ward said cooperation from the
community has been a major help
to keeping attitudes positive about
law enforcement locally.

“As long as I’ve been in this office
as an undersheriff, there’s been one
complaint, and that became
unfounded,” he said.

While many law enforcement
agencies in America may be lacking
for workers, Ward said right now,
his department is pretty full.

“We’re doing well on the street,”
he said. “I think I have one position
open right now on the street, and I
have 11 positions open in the jail.
We are getting better.”

Seward County is seemingly
always looking for detention
officers, and Ward said he has a
good idea why that is. He added,
though, many who take the job
eventually find it better than they
thought.

“I think when they first get the
job, they really don’t know what
they’re getting into unless they’ve
had some sort of experience,” he
said. “I think once they get here
and they see what it is, either
they’re going to stay a long time, or
they’re getting out quick. It takes a
special kind of person to be a
detention officer.”

Ward said the negative
reputation law enforcement in
many other places in the U.S. is
what scares some people from
wanting to be detention officers.

“I think sometimes, nobody
would want to do this job anymore
because of all the stuff that’s going
on in the country, but once they get
here and they see it’s not like that,
they want to stay,” he said.

Also in many other parts of the
country, defunding law

enforcement agencies seems to be
a growing movement. Ward said he
has not heard much from that
movement in the area, and if it was,
it would likely lead to problems
similar to those in urban areas.

“I think it would be a horrible
thing for people to want that,” he
said. “It’d be just total chaos all
over the place.”

Another reason the sheriff’s
office has trouble finding detention
officers, Ward said, has its roots in
the area’s low unemployment rate.

“I believe in this community,

everybody who wants to work has a
job already,” he said. “It’s just a
different challenge for people to
want to work here. If they have a
good job, they’re not going to leave
it to work here. We’ve done very
well with doing pay raises and
trying to keep the people here. The
benefit package here is amazing.
Young people really don’t care
about all that stuff. They just want
to know how big their paycheck is.
We’ve done pretty good about
getting their salary raised up.”

Reviewnews@liberalfirst.com
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Sheriff
McBryde says
farewell,
welcomes
Ward as next
sheriff

Outgoing Sheriff Bill McBryde and newly-elected Sheriff Gene Ward relax
Thursday afternoon prior to a procession by first responders to honor
McBryde’s years in law enforcement. L&T photo/Robert Pierce

PASSING THE SILVER STAR



County rejects mandate.This story
printed Nov. 17, 2020.

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader & Times

After many remarks from the
audience and input from the board,
the Seward County Commission
Monday night voted 3-2 to not
approve a mask mandate in the
county that would have run for 30
days in an effort to slow the spread
of coronavirus.

Remarks from both the pro and
con sides of the mandates were
made by the audience and the
commission. One of those who
spoke against the mandate was
Central Christian Church Pastor
Chuck Scroggs, who said his
congregation has been split when it
comes to whether or not to wear a
mask to protect against COVID-
19.

“I’ve got people who are so afraid
because of all the mixed messages
that are going out, and they are
staying home,” he said. “It has hurt
Central Christian Church. We’ve
lost at least half our congregation.
We’ve tried to get on Facebook and
do services via Facebook Live.”

Scroggs described another effect
the mask issue has had at his
church.

“If they came into the church
and they were the ones who didn’t
wear a mask, the ones who did felt
bad for the ones who didn’t,” he
said. “This would’ve never been a
conversation 50 years ago in
America, but because of what has
transpired over the last 50 years of
my life, this isn’t going to stop. I’ve
been through flu for 50 years. It
comes in the spring. It comes in the
fall. You get a cold, it comes from a
COVID-19 background.”

Scroggs described the COVID
pandemic as similar to past
pandemics, and he said keeping
churches open should definitely be
high on the list of community prior-
ities.

“It will never change, and it will
become other things,” he said. “We
shut our church down. We were
told we were unessential. I’m going
to tell you there’s one thing that’s
essential in this community, and it’s
the church. When the church has
stopped being able to do its
ministry to the people in this town
over these kind of issues, it’s wrong.
I don’t care which side of this
you’re on.”

Ultimately, Scroggs said people
should be able to make the choice
for themselves to wear a mask.

“You need to let adult people be
adults and make their decisions,”
he said.

Elizabeth Irby from Southwest
Medical Center was one of those
speaking for the mandate, and she
said her viewpoint comes from
years of experience in health care.

“I’ve been a registered nurse in
this community for 27 years, and
I’ve cared for many of you,” she
said. “I’ve cared for many of your
family members. I worked at your
Seward County Health
Department for six years during
H1N1. I’m coming to you as a
health care worker. Each and every
day, I go to your local hospital, and
I work. My coworkers work side by
side, and they are begging you, all

of you, when you come to your
local hospital or your doctor’s office
or your public establishment where
you’re going shopping, please wear
a mask, not for your safety, but for
the person next to you.”

Irby said COVID-19 can particu-
larly be damaging to those with
other health issues such as
diabetes.

“All of these things, along with a
very long list of other things, put us
as human beings at risk for this
virus,” she said.

Irby, though, said she too was not
in favor of closing churches or
other establishments in the
community.

“I go to church every Sunday,”
she said. “I sing in the choir, and I
wear a mask. I love my neighbors. I
do not want businesses closed. We
can do this as a team. We really
can, but we need you guys to lead
us. The governor asked for a
mandate months ago, and Seward
County and the City of Liberal
chose not to fulfill that mandate. It
disappoints me. I know this is a
virus, and we will come through
this.”

Linenbroker said outside of the
public, she was okay with people
not wearing masks.

“I don’t want you to wear them in
your car, in your home, with your
family,” she said. “That’s your
choice.”

For Linenbroker, wearing a mask
is not a big issue.

“I don’t like wearing them either,
but if wearing this mask might keep
one of my friends, a baby, an older
person in the community from
getting sick, I’m willing to wear it,”
she said.

Voting against the mandate was
Commissioner Jim Rice, who said
the decision understandably did
not come easy.

“This is probably without a doubt
the most difficult decision I have
ever made sitting here in my many
years as a county commissioner,”
he said. “I have gotten telephone
calls. I’ve had text messages, e-
mails.”

Though he was against the
mandate, Rice said there is a
growing problem that needs to be
fixed in Seward County.

“I want a solution to this thing,
and I want one we can all work
toward,” he said. “How do we do
that as a community with a united
effort? That is my concern.”

Rice said above all else, he wants
to trust the citizens of Seward

County.
“I really think if we don’t get a

handle on this either voluntarily or
forcefully, we’re going to be once
again locking the doors and staying
home because this thing’s going to
overtake us,” he said. “It has to be a
voluntary thing as I see it, but we all
have to work and encourage each
other to wear a mask. I still have a
faith in the people. I think we’ve
got everybody’s attention on this. It
depends on you people. You have
to help us with this. We can’t do it
alone. It has to be a united effort by
the people of Seward County.”

Also voting against the mandate
were commissioners Randy Malin
and C.J. Wettstein, while Linen-
broker was joined by Chairman
Nathan McCaffrey in voting for
the mandate.

City opts for mask mandate on city-
owned property but leaves businesses,
private homes and other jurisdisctions
alone.This story printed Dec. 6 2020.

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader & Times

The Liberal City Commission
kept it very short Thursday evening
as it officially voted to pass
Resolution No. 2344, which
concerns the wearing of masks in
public areas in Liberal.

“I’d like to thank our legal
counsel, this resolution directly
reflects everything we discussed at
the last meeting, and I believe this
will be a step in the right direction,”
Liberal Vice Mayor Taylor Harden
said during the work session
Thursday evening.

The commission had heard from
several citizens during another
special meeting last Tuesday
evening in favor of and against
having a mask mandate in the
community.

“A lot of people might think
we’re invisible because we’re kind
of tucked away at the health
department and hospital, but the
truth is, we’re being overrun,”
Seward County Health
Department nurse Melissa Parker
said during Tuesday’s meeting.
“Everyone has COVID-19 fatigue.
But because we care about the
community, we’re continuing to
work hard to protect everyone we
can and ensure everyone’s health.
All of that includes many basic
aspects of daily life like vaccina-
tions, STD and STI testing, flu
shots, tetanus boosters, etc., and

I’m sure we’ll be busy with the
COVID-19 vaccine when it
becomes available. All of these
things don’t stop because of
COVID-19. When the first wave
hit, everyone at the health
department was doing COVID-19
work and we might have to go back
to that again, which means we
won’t be able to protect the
community. We treat, on a daily
basis, many different conditions,
and we want to be able to continue
doing that. So from the health
department, we ask you, please
pass a mask mandate to help
protect the community, and
consider it no different than the
speed limit or seatbelt laws and
things like that.”

“I’m definitely against the mask
mandate, you can go on the
KDHE Web site and see the
graphs for all the different counties
and since about July, the numbers
nearly everywhere in Kansas have
gone up,” local citizen Casey
Hayes said during Tuesday’s
meeting. “As our elected officials,
you’re all supposed to uphold the
Constitution to defend our civil
and individual rights, and I don’t
see how enforcing a mandate
where you’re forced to wear a mask
against your will is the right thing to
do. If you want to wear one, go
ahead and wear one, but don’t
force people to wear one. I know a
lot of health department and
hospital people are here tonight,
and my hat goes off to them,
they’re working their tails off with
all of this. I’ve had dangerous jobs
too, but I signed up for them just
like they did – I risked my life every
weekend riding bulls and that’s
dangerous too.”

“The City of Liberal and law
enforcement will cooperate with
local businesses who decide to
require face coverings on the
premises. Individuals refusing to
comply with face coverings may be
issued a criminal trespass warning,
which may ultimately result in
criminal charges being filed. Face
coverings within businesses will be
at the sole discretion of the
business owner,” the resolution
noted. “The City of Liberal is
taking no action to require face
coverings in private residences;
nothing in this resolution shall be
construed to require the wearing of
face coverings within one’s own
residence or surrounding
residential curtilage. The City of
Liberal strongly discourages the

social gathering of individuals who
do not live in the same residence.
In the event citizens of the City
find it necessary to have a social
gathering, the City strongly
encourages the use of face
coverings when adequate
distancing of at least 6 feet cannot

occur. This resolution is effective
immediately and shall remain in
effect unless (i) sooner amended,
superseded, or rescinded or (ii) it
shall automatically terminate 45
days after the passage of this
resolution unless the City passes a
resolution to the contrary.”
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County rejects mask mandate by 3-2 vote, city passes mandate with no penalty
MASK MANDATE CREATES CONTROVERSY FOR CITY, COUNTY


