
A Cautionary tale by BOB IMMELL
MidAmericaAir Museum Director

Ever since I became the
Director of the Air Museum on
Halloween Day 2018 people have
been asking me if the Air Museum
is haunted. Long before then I
had heard stories that the
Museum was haunted. Most of
those stories I had heard at that
time centered around visitors
claiming that they had seen a man
dressed in khaki pants standing
around an airplane who didn’t
speak or seem to notice them
when they approached then all of
a sudden disappeared in thin air.
The theory seemed to be that it
was Col. Tom Thomas who had
donated about 53 airplanes to the
museum in 1997. Of course, it
could also have been the ghost of
an airman from WWII who died in
a training accident when this was
an Army Air Force training base
for about 1/3 of all of the B-24
pilots. There were after all
numerous training accidents and
several fatalities. It is also possible
these tales were nothing more
than fictional stories. After
becoming the Director, I started
hearing stories about people
finding cigarette butts (like the
kind of cigarettes that Col. Tom
smoked) lying around the
Grumman Avenger Torpedo
Bomber which supposedly was his
favorite airplane. I also have had
some visitors tell me that they feel
anxious or nauseous around some
of the planes for some strange
reason and that feeling disappears
as soon as they walk away from a
plane.
The Museum also allowed a

paranormal research group to
spend the night in the Museum
once before I became the
Director. I have been told they
stayed in the Beech Starship
which is located in the Northwest
corner of the hangar. They
reported seeing strange orbs of
light that floated around in the
building then would suddenly
disappear. I have since had various
requests from other paranormal
researchers who have wanted to
do investigations here which I
have declined. Afterall if the
museum is haunted by the ghost
of Col. Tom who better to have as
a night watchman than the man
who donated and cared for so
many of these amazing planes. On
the other hand, if the museum
isn’t haunted why spend the night
in the building. Now I will admit
this is a very spooky place to be
after dark when the lights have all
been turned out and nobody else
is here, and I
have spent a lot of hours in the

building after dark these past three
years so I should know. Let me tell
you about my experiences here at
the Museum. Bear with me as I
set the stage for you.
It is a fall evening. The sun is

just starting to set the staff has
gone home and I am still in my
office doing some paperwork. The
wind is blowing outside I hear the
paper towel dispenser in the
bathroom across the hall suddenly
dispense some paper. I think that
is strange and get up to check on
it. I can’t seem to find a reason for
it to dispense paper and think well
maybe a fly or something landed
on the motion sensor and set it
off. I decide to stretch my legs and
walk through the gift shop and
notice a light on in the hangar that
is blinking on and off just outside
the restroom in the hangar.

Normally this fluorescent light
fixture is on all the time. The wind
is really howling outside and the
vents in the ceiling are banging
and clanging loudly as I walk back
to investigate the light. As I draw
nearer I realize the blinking light
fixture is acting more like an
incandescent light bulb that
someone is turning on and then
off repeatedly i.e. it is
instantaneously on then off
without any flickering or warm up
like fluorescent lights do when you
turn them on or off. I stand there
for a few minutes watching this

wondering if it was an electrical
short. I can’t smell anything like
the smell of burning wires or
insulation or anything like that.
Then all of a sudden, the light
comes on and stays on and is
working properly. I also notice that
the sun is now in the final stages
of setting and the hangar is really
dark. I look up at the tail of the B-
25 Bomber and notice the insignia
of an Indian on the tail is glowing
brightly, but nothing else is. I stare
in amazement and try to take a
picture but the picture is kind of
fuzzy, then I turn behind me and

suddenly I know why the insignia
is glowing as I can see the last rays
of the sun shining through window
of one of our hangar doors and it
just happens to be hitting the
insignia then it too vanishes when
the sun has set.
Now I am in the hangar and it

is nearly completely dark the vents
are still banging and all I have is
the flashlight on my cell phone but
I continue to walk through the
hangar checking things out. Wait,

did that mannequin’s eyes just
follow me as I walked by the Sabre
Jet? No it couldn’t be, it has to be
just my imagination I am thinking
to myself, yet each time I walk
past another mannequin and there
are several in the museum it seems
that their eyes are following me.
OK it has to be just the power of
suggestion as I was thinking about
all of the ghost stories that I had
heard, then as if out of nowhere I
see the glowing orbs of light

floating about the hangar. White,
red, bluish green, and then puff
they are gone just as quickly as
they appeared. Just like the
paranormal researchers had said.
What a spooky place to be and
maybe it is time to go home for
the day.
I have seen these strange orbs of

light on many occasions now and
everything I have said that I had
experienced here really happened,
but not all in one night. Afterall I
love Halloween, and putting it all
together makes a good Halloween
story. As far as the strange orbs of
light I happen to have had a
different vantage point than the
paranormal researchers who were
inside an airplane. From their
vantage point they could not see
anything that happened outside
the hangar to the West whereas I
could see the airplanes taxi past
the back of the museum and the
lights appear as they pass the
windows in the hangar doors, then
reflect and bounce off all of the
shiny aluminum and plexiglass
surfaces in the hangar before
disappearing once the plane passes
by. So, YOU will have to decide
for yourself is the Museum
haunted or not. Oh, by the way
did I mention the strange sweet
smell of perfume when you walk
by a couple of old warbirds
sometimes, well that is for another
story.

Have a safe and happy Halloween
from the staff of the Mid-America Air
Museum.

Is theMid-America Air Museum haunted?



Children and adults may spend
weeks planning their Halloween
costumes. Movie or television
characters, political figures, horror
icons, or everyday heroes are
among the most popular costumes
each year.
Much thought goes into

Halloween costumes, and equal
consideration should be given to
ensuring the costume is as safe as it
is fun. The following are some
common costume hazards and how
to avoid them.
• Flammable materials:

According to the ASTM D1230-17
– Standard Test Method for
Flammability of Apparel Textiles,
some combustible fabrics used in
the design of clothing “are poten-
tially dangerous to the wearer
because of such factors as ease of
ignition, flame spread time,
amount of heat released, and
design of the garment.” Quite often
Halloween costumes fall under
these dangerous classifications
because they are not considered
everyday apparel. Materials may
not be sturdy and federal require-
ments for clothing to be flame-
resistant may be skirted. Some
costumes can ignite in seconds.
Others also may cause “flaming
drip,” which describes the melting
of plastic material that leads to it
separating from the rest of the
costume. Flaming drip can cause
secondary fires or burns to the skin.
Look for costumes that list flame-
resistance, even if they may be
more expensive.
• Invisible suits: Invisible suits

are stretchy bodysuits that cover
the entire frame and head. Newer
incarnations that are all black
without eyeholes can be dangerous
to wear because they limit wearers’
ability to see clearly and be seen by
others.
• Dangerous makeup:

Halloween makeup may not be
created in adherence to the same
standards as regular cosmetics.
Check ingredients for hazards and
warnings about where the makeup
can be applied, as some products
are not recommended for use
around the mouth or eyes. Apply a
small amount first to see if an
allergic reaction occurs.
• Capes and flowing compo-

nents: Costumes that have long,
flowing parts, such as a costume for
Ringwraith, a character from the
“Lord of the Rings” trilogy, or even
caped crusaders can be fire
hazards. Parts of such costumes
also can get caught underfoot in
doors (such as rotating entrances to
stores) and even the gears on
bicycles. Strangulation or falls can
occur in these instances.
• Faulty footwear: Costumes

that require the use of high heels,
platform shoes or any other design
that may impede the ability to walk
safely should be discouraged. Not
only can they cause foot discomfort
that reduces time spent on the
trick-or-treating circuit, but these
costumes also increase the risk of
slips and falls and twisted or broken

ankles.
• Contact lenses: Colored or

patterned contact lenses are
popular components of some
costumes. However, decorative
contact lenses should not be used
without a proper fitting by an eye
care professional who sells
reputable decorative contact

brands. Also, never share contact
lenses and always wash hands
before putting in contacts or
removing them from the eyes.
Halloween is a festive holiday,

and even more so when costumes
don’t compromise celebrants’
safety.

Much like Christmas, Halloween
is no longer relegated to a single
day. A number of Halloween
enthusiasts now begin decorating
at the start of October. Hijinks and
autumn revelry fill the air as
individuals eagerly count down to
the end of the month.
Though the lightheartedness of

Halloween festivities, such as
costumes and candy, garner the
bulk of celebrants’ attention, it’s
important to take safety into
consideration as well. According to
the Mayo Clinic, children are twice
as likely to be hit by a car on
Halloween as other nights of the
year. Cuts and burns also are more
common on October 31.
A good Halloween scare should

come from costumes, not accidents
or injuries. This Halloween,
consider these safety measures,
courtesy of Safe Kids Worldwide,
the Mayo Clinic, the National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
• Make sure you’re visible when

trick-or-treating. Reflective tape,
glow sticks, flashlights, or camping
lanterns can make pedestrians
more visible to motorists.
• Pedestrians should walk on

sidewalks if they are available.
When sidewalks are not available,
walk facing traffic and do so as far
off to the side of the road as you

can get.
• Drivers should be especially

alert to pedestrians on Halloween.
Drive slowly, as many kids scurry
from house to house in search of
Halloween candy.
• Pedestrians and drivers should

follow the rules of the road,
stopping at intersections and
crossing in crosswalks.
• Consider alternatives to carving

pumpkins, since the risk of being
cut while carving is high. If you
want to carve, leave the carving to

adults. Utilize battery-operated
flameless candles or glow sticks to
illuminate jack-o’-lanterns.
• All costumes, wigs and acces-

sories should be fire-resistant.
Make sure that costumes do not
impede your ability to walk or see.
• Test makeup to check for skin

irritation before application.
Remove it promptly after returning
home.
• Set up a buddy system so that

no one is going it alone. Agree on a
specific time children should return

home. Adults should chaperone
young children.
• While incidences of candy

tampering may be minimal, no one
should snack on candy until it has
been inspected. Inspections also
protect against food allergies.
• The candy bounty should be

rationed so no one overindulges
and feels ill later on.
Halloween season is a fun time

of year, but safety should go hand
in hand with all the celebrating on
this special day.

Top tips to stay safe this Halloween season

Avoid these common
Halloween costume dangers

Read ingredients and check safety
information for Halloween makeup
to ensure it is safe to use on certain
areas of the face.



Fear and Halloween go hand in hand. A scary
movie on Halloween night is hard to resist, and
kids dressed as ghosts and goblins often enjoy
scaring their parents and friends while out trick-
or-treating.
One scare no child or parents wants to

experience on Halloween is anaphylaxis.
Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic response that
often produces a host of symptoms. According
to the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma &
Immunology, anaphylaxis often involves
swelling, hives and lowered blood pressure. In
severe cases, anaphylaxis may involve shock,
which can be fatal if not treated immediately.
Fun typically takes center stage each

Halloween, but parents concerned by the
potential for severe allergic reactions like
anaphylaxis can take measures to safeguard
youngsters so trick-or-treating does not turn
tragic.
• Ask about food allergies prior to hosting a

Halloween party. Parents hosting a kids’ party
this Halloween can ask other parents if children
who plan to attend have any food allergies. If so,
ensure such foods are not present at the party.
The AAAAI notes that Halloween treats often
include peanuts, tree nuts, milk, and eggs, each
of which are common food allergens. Parents
can even encourage guests to bring their own
kid-specific treats and discourage youngsters
from sharing to reduce the risk of allergic
reactions.
• Shift the focus from food. The AAAAI

recommends Halloween hosts plan food-free
Halloween activities. In lieu of trick-or-treating,
host a costume contest, games around the
neighborhood and pumpkin decorating (for
young children) or carving (for older kids).
• Accompany kids with food allergies if they

go trick-or-treating. Much of the fun kids have
on Halloween involves trick-or-treating
throughout their neighborhood. Parents of

youngsters with food allergies can still let kids
trick-or-treat, but the AAAAI recommends
moms and dads go with their youngsters. Doing
so can reduce the chances that kids will sneak a
piece of candy that could trigger an allergic
reaction. The AAAAI also advises parents to
carry autoinjectable epinephrine with them
while kids are trick-or-treating.
• Be cautious of “fun size” candy. The AAAAI

notes that candy labeled as “fun size,” which are
popular items to give out on Halloween, often
contain different ingredients than regular size
packages. Make sure kids don’t eat fun size
candies until you have had a chance to confirm
their ingredients.
Halloween is a fun-filled day that families look

forward to all year. Parents can keep it fun and
safe by being mindful of food allergies and how
to protect vulnerable children.

How to combat anaphylaxis this Halloween

The toothy grins of jack-o’-
lanterns are as much a part of
Halloween as candy corn and
costumes. Even though these
carved pumpkins have become
synonymous with Halloween, the
festive gourds weren’t always tied
to the October holiday.
The history behind jack-o’-

lanterns is not entirely known and
there are multiple origin stories,
but people may have been making
these carvings for centuries.
One tale traces the origin back to

Ireland and a popular Irish myth.
According to History.com, the
tradition involves a man nicknamed
“Stingy Jack.” As the story goes,
Stingy Jack invited the devil to
share a drink with him. Being the
cheapskate his name implies, Jack
didn’t want to pay for the drinks,
and he convinced the devil to turn
himself into a coin that Jack could
use to buy the beverages. After the
devil transformed, Stingy Jack
instead pocketed the money and
placed it next to a silver cross,
which prevented the devil from

changing back into his original
form. Jack made the devil promise
that should Jack die, he wouldn’t
claim his soul. Eventually Jack
freed the devil, but not before he
tricked him again with another con.
When Stingy Jack eventually

died, legend states God would not
allow such a trickster and unsavory
character into heaven. The devil
could not claim Jack’s soul as
promised, but he was upset by the

tricks Jack had played. In turn, the
devil then sent Jack off to wander
the dark night infinitely with only a
burning coal to light the path.
Stingy Jack put the coal into a
carved-out turnip and has been
traversing the planet ever since.
Irish storytellers first began to refer
to Jack’s specter as “Jack of the
Lantern.” Eventually the name was
shortened to “Jack O’Lantern.”
There are other origin stories

regarding jack-o’-lanterns. Some
say the term originated in 17th
century Britain, where it was often
customary to call men whose
names were unknown a common
moniker like “Jack.” Night
watchmen who carried lanterns
might have been called “Jack with
the lantern.”
Other theories connect jack-o’-

lanterns to the Celtic pagan
practice of hallowing out root
vegetables and carving them with
grotesque faces. Illuminated by
coal or candles, these items served
to ward off evil spirits. When
settlers came from Europe to
America, where turnips and other
root vegetables were scarce, they
used native pumpkins instead.
Jack-o’-lanterns are often seen

lighting up the Halloween night.
There are various theories
regarding the origins of the carved
gourds. While the truth may never
be fully known, it’s fun to learn
about the various origin stories
connected to this popular symbol
of Halloween.

Get to know Jack of the lantern



Halloween is a day many people, including
adults and children, eagerly anticipate.
Steeped in tradition, Halloween is a day that’s
always good for a scare and, of course, some
candy.

Many Halloween traditions are rooted in
customs from the ancient Celtic festival of
Samhain. Samhain marked the end of the
summer harvest and the beginning of the cold
winter. Celts believed that the boundary
between the world of the living and the dead
was permeable on the night before the new
year, when it was possible for ghosts to return
and wreak havoc.

Halloween 2020 will likely feel a little
different than it’s been in years past, as a
global pandemic has forced people to limit
their interactions with those who live outside
their homes. But even if trick-or-treating or
other social gatherings are not possible, there
are many ways to enjoy the Halloween festiv-
ities.

Build a Samhain bonfire
Gather the supplies for a bonfire — albeit

on a smaller scale. Light a fire in a fire pit or
outdoor fireplace. While ancient Celts burned
crops and other things as sacrifices to Celtic
deities, your bonfire can be what you make of
it. If you want some dramatic effect, the
science resource ScienceStruck notes the
addition of metal salts can change the color of
flames in the fire. For example, iron fillings
produce gold sparks and copper sulfate will
make green flames. Wear costumes and make
s’mores while around the Samhain fire.

Make a witch’s brew
Images of witches stirring a bubbling

cauldron are ubiquitous on Halloween.
Families can create their own Halloween

“spells” and mix up a batch of potion over a
campfire or on the stove. It can be a favorite
soup or stew recipe, or cocktails and
mocktails for the kids. Here’s a recipe for
“Witch’s Brew,” courtesy of the Food
Network® and Sandra Lee.

Pour one 6-ounce package of lime gelatin
into a large bowl. Slowly stir in 2 cups boiling
water. Stir for at least 2 minutes until the
gelatin is completely dissolved. Stir in 3 cups
chilled pineapple juice. Let cool to room
temperature.

Purchase a plastic cauldron from a party
supply store and one block of dry ice. Break
up the dry ice and place (using tongs or
heavy-duty gloves) into the bottom of the
cauldron. Pour a little water on top just to
cover to get the ice to start “smoking.” Place a
punch bowl that fits inside the cauldron on
top of the dry ice.

Pour the drink mixture in the punch bowl.
Slowly add a two-liter bottle of chilled lemon
lime soda or ginger ale. If desired, add two
cups chilled vodka. Stir gently to mix. Enjoy.

Organize a community
jack-o’-lantern carving contest
Large turnips and potatoes were once

reserved as canvases for Halloween jack-o’-
lanterns, but pumpkins now are the gourd of
choice. Ask neighbors if they would like to
participate in the festivities and contribute
toward supplies for a Halloween gift basket as
a prize. Each household then carves a
pumpkin and places it on their doorstep
Halloween night. One person can serve as
judge and choose the winner. Whoever is
chosen gets the basket, which can be filled
with treats and trinkets.

Everyone can enjoy some Halloween fun
even if they have to stay closer to home this
year.

Enjoy a homespun Halloween holiday
Even if trick-or-treating or
other social gatherings are
not possible, there are
many ways to enjoy the
Halloween festivities.
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