Seward’s Samuel
Henderson dribbles the ball
against Butler. Cortesy
photo

Seward’s Tianna
Johnson dribbles
the ball against
Butler. L&T
photo/Earl Watt

Saints, Lady Saints off to strong
starts against tough competition
By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times
With a two-year program like Seward County
Community College, the challenge is to compete at a
high level with only two years.
But Seward has been able to maintain success from
year to year, and even with some tough early-season
losses, the Saints and Lady Saints are still poised to
compete for conference titles and to earn a shot at
reaching the national tournament for the second
straight season.
The Saints are off to a 5-2 start and earned a spot in
the NJCAA national rankings.
Seward started the season in dramatic fashion,
earning a 74-70 win over Midland.
The Saints then knocked off Eastern Oklahoma State
93-79 and Lamar Community College JV 115-18, one
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of the largest margins of victory in school history.
The Saints then knocked off Midland in an early
season rematch, 59-48 before suffering their first loss to
odessa, 70-52.
The Saints rebounded with awin over Bethany’s JV
103-54 before dropping the Jayhawk Conference
opener to Butler, 71-67.
Despite the loss, Seward is expected to battle Butler
and Hutchinson for a chance to earn another Jayhawk
Conference title.
The Lady Saints are also nationally ranked and sit at
6-2.
The WNIT in Midland was tough for the Lady Saints
after starting the season with four straight wins. Seward
lost to Midland 71-58 and 59-34 to Odessa while
squeezing a win over nationally ranked Salt Lake 59-55.
Seward came home to knock off Butler 77-74, and the
Lad Saints will need to mature quickly to earn another
conference title and trip to the NJCAA tournament.
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Lady Indians
expect better
results this season
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
The Satanta Lady Indians had a
slightly rough season last year and are
looking to rebound this year for a better
record.
“Last year we ended up 6-15 and lost
in the Regional semi-finals to Minneola.
We lost a few seniors to graduation,
those were Brooke Abernathy, Lizete
Olivas and Tanna Anderson,” head
coach Janie Lutz said. “My key
returners will be senior Ava Howie, she's
a guard and she puts up great numbers
for us. I’ll also be returning juniors Sicely
Jackson and Maddison Jaso, they're also
really good for us. We'll also be
returning Jasmin Salamanca and Edith
Delacruz, they're both big seniors for
us, and we'll also have juniors Ella
Burrows and Anahi Miramontes
returning.”
A major goal for this year, Lutz said,
will be for the girls to be competitive.
“We'll need to be quick inside with
some of the size we have, I feel like we
should be competitive with several of
our players having experience at the
varsity level. I also want the girls to have
a lot of fun this season,” Lutz said. “We
don't really have too many easy teams
this year, our league's typically pretty
tough for us. If we want to be successful
this year, we'll all need to stay healthy
and really take care of the defensive side
of the ball. I’ll also be making sure the
girls are ready to go for each game and
ready to play every night. That's
something we'll have to keep in mind as
we go about the season if we want to
have a good year.”
Overall, Lutz said, the team is ready
to get started.
“I'm hoping we have a good year, I've
got a great group of girls who will be out
on the court this year and overall, we're
looking forward to having an exciting
season and taking advantage of all the
talent we have on the team,” Lutz said.
“There are also some underclassmen I'll
be expecting to step up for this season
and overall, I can't wait to see how
everything turns out.”
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Wildcats hope to turn corner this
season after disappointing run
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
The past few seasons for the Elkhart Wildcats
basketball team have not turned out quite as
expected, and the team is looking to turn that
trend around for this coming season.
“Last year didn't end up very well, basketball
isn't as big a program around here as football or
baseball, those are the real big sports programs for
us. The past three years, I think the most amount
of wins we've had in a season is about five,” head
coach Rick Hall said. “Last year we lost in the first
round of the playoff tournament. But I think this
year should be somewhat better for us, we've got
some modest goals for ourselves and what we
want to do.”
In order to do that, Hall said, there are a few
players who will need to be big on the court this
season.
“I've actually got a few who are coming back for
this year, including Jaxon Hastings and his twin
brother Oakley Hastings, they're both big guys
and very athletic, another senior I've got coming
back is Emmanuel Moreno, he's also a great
player for us, so those are the main ones who will

be coming back. Overall though, I'm going to
have a very young team this year,” Hall said. “One
of the freshmen I'm looking to see a lot out of is
Clayton Cole, another guy I'll be expecting a lot
out of is Kage Ralstin and I've also got some good
sophomores for this year, they are Justin
McKinley, Joe Whisenand and Emmitt Espinosa.
All of those guys should be great for us this year.”
This season will be rather played by ear, Hall
said.
“It's really hard to talk about any expectations
since there's a new program and a new system of
doing things with a team of a lot of newer players,”

Hall said. “We do have some modest goals for
ourselves for this year, which is to make it through
the regular season and then see how the
postseason ends up. If we can do that and just
take it one game at a time, I think we can have an
okay season. Lakin's very talented, Cimarron
always very talented. Then we'll have our border
war shootout and a lot of those teams there are
always good, so that will also be kind of tough for
us.”
There will be some things that will be focused
on in practice, Hall said, that should help jump
start the team.
“We have definitely hit some stumbling stones
in the past few years. One of the big things we'll
need to work on is free throws – there was one
game we went to and we missed 27 free throws, so
we need to concentrate on shooting overall and I
want us to definitely be more accurate from the
free throw line,” Hall said. “If we can do that, that
could actually help us get more victories. There's
only one way to go for us, and that's up, so we're
going to work as hard as we can to shift our
momentum upwards. The past few years our
motto has been 'Own It' and that means we go
out there, work as hard as we can and own what
we do.”

Satanta Indians expect last year’s
experience to pay off in 2019-2020
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
Youth was a factor in how last season turned
out for the Satanta Indians basketball team, but
with more experience for this year, there is an
expectation for an improved record.
“Last season we finished at 7-14 and we had a
lot of young players last year and lost a senior to
graduation,” head coach Tim Dusin said. “I felt
like we were extremely competitive throughout
the season and we played well, but I feel like we
should have picked up a few more victories. We
did have a really young team last year, so that did
factor in, but with everyone having more
experience going into this year, I think we'll
improve.”
Dusin said he is already seeing improvements
for this upcoming season.
“This year we've got four starters coming back
and four other guys on the bench, so I'm hoping
to be much more competitive this year, including

being at the top of the league and winning some
more games. I've got a couple really big guys who
will be coming back and they should get quite a
lot of playing time and I'm excited to see what
that core group does,” Dusin said. “I've got a few
young guys who are playing with us right now and
I'm watching to see where they'll fit in. We've got
15 freshmen and sophomores, and there are some
great athletes in that class, so I'm looking forward
to seeing who will step up. It's still early yet, but I
think there are a few of those guys who would fit
in with the rest of the team.”
Dusin added there will be several challenges the
team will need to face throughout the season’s
schedule.
“We're going to be starting with South Central,
they're going to be a very good team this year for
sure. Our league is a very competitive one and all
of those teams will have some awesome returning
players. Minneola will be another good one this
year, they'll be much improved,” Dusin said.
“Overall it will be challenging to get through the

season given the competitiveness and talent of the
other teams in our league. We've really got to
make sure and stay healthy, that's part of what did
us in so badly with football this year, so we'll be
making sure to stretch really well and do strengthbuilding and agility-building things to help us with
that. We also need to stay competitive and take
one game at a time and focus on just the
opponent we'll have for any particular game.”
Overall, Dusin said, he is looking forward to this
season.
“I'm looking forward to seeing them play
another year. Last year we had a lot of sophomores and juniors on the floor and we'll be
coming back this year with them as juniors and
seniors, so that experience will be really beneficial
this season,” Dusin said. “We've got 25 out for
basketball and a good core group of upperclassmen along with a large underclassmen group
and if we take it one game at a time and play as
good as I know we can, I think we'll have a lot of
fun this year.”
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Hooker looks
to rebuild
after state
quaterfinals
last year
By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times
Hooker Coach Todd Kerr has one full-time
starter and two part-time starters returning from
a boys basketball team that qualified for the
Oklahoma state quarterfinals last season.
The Bulldogs finished the 2018-2019 campaign
with a 25-3 record, and Kerr said he expects
similar results this year with other experienced
players.
“We won’t be as deep overall this season, but
expect us to be very competitive,” he said.
Kerr said no one player will be the difference to
the Bulldogs’ success, but rather, he prefers to
give that credit to the whole team.
“I prefer not to talk about individual players,”
he said.
Coming off last season, Kerr said Hooker
success may be becoming the norm, at least for
now.
“We have very high expectations for our team
and think we will be in the mix at the end of the
season,” he said.
As with many sports, injuries will be a key issue
for Kerr’s Bulldogs.
“As always, we will need to stay healthy and
continue to develop as a team and individually to
reach our potential,” he said.

Lady Bulldogs ready to improve on 21-7 season
By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times
With a few returning players and a several
newcomers, Hooker Lady Bulldogs Coach Brian
Stalder is looking to improve on his 2019 team,
which finished 21-7.
The team started its season at home against
Gruver, Texas, and Dec. 5-7 finds the girls in
Pioneer, Okla., for the Mustang Stampede
Tournament.
Dec. 10 will be a road game for the Lady
Bulldogs against fellow Lady Bulldogs from
Forgan, Okla., before a home contest against
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Texhoma, Okla.
The last game prior to Christmas break will be
a Dec. 20 battle against the Lady Rangers of
Perryton, Texas, and the new year begins with a
Jan. 3 matchup against Liberal.
Jan. 7 is an away game against the Turpin
Cardinals before the Merritt Tournament and a
road game against Texhoma.
Homecoming for Hooker comes on Jan. 18
against Laverne, Okla., just prior to the Jan. 23-25
Texhoma Tournament.
Hooker will face Perry, Okla., and Garber,
Okla., at the Enid Festival Jan. 3 and Feb. 1
before a Feb. 4 game against Southwestern

Heights’ Lady Mustangs at Heights.
A road game against Beaver, Okla., on Feb. 11
is sandwiched between two home games, one on
Feb. 8 against Alva, Okla., and the other on Feb.
15 against Guymon, Okla., to finish this year’s
regular season. The Guymon game will be parents
night for the Bulldogs and Lady Bulldogs teams.
Returning for this year are seniors Tomi Hise
and Noelle Hidalgo and sophomores Hollie
Stalder and Morgan Maloney.
Coach Stalder also has some newcomers he
believes will be key to Hooker’s success this year
on the court. Freshmen Heidi Rodriguez, Allison
Ugarte and Madi Swayze join sophomores

Alondra Ortiz and Janet Cervantes and senior
Natalie Rodriguez on this year’s Lady Bulldogs
squad.
Stalder said he is looking to build off last year’s
team with the players both new and returning.
“If we continue to improve as the season
progresses, we will be able to compete in both our
conference and statewide,” he said. “Depends on
our growth as a team.”
That growth is also part of what will determine
Hooker’s success this year.
“Continued growth, development of a solid
bench rotation, building confidence,” he said.
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Lady Trojans hungry to earn another Sub-State title
By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times
After a 17-7 record and becoming
substate champions in Class 2A, the
Stanton County Lady Trojans are ready to
hit the basketball court again this year.
Coach Trevor Siebert said the first week
of practice has been good for his team.
“We return a lot of players, so we’ve been
able to jump right in,” he said. “We had a
successful summer as well.”
Among the returners are Rylie Cook,
Jordyn Tucker and Peyton Peterson, and
Siebert is looking to two freshmen
newcomers, Adyson Scott and Alexys
Walker, to make a difference as well.
“There’s a lot of good teams in our
league and the 2A classification,” he said.
“We hope to be competitive on a nightly
basis and improve each week.”
Also making a difference this year,
Siebert said the Lady Trojans need to pick
up where they left off with last year’s
substate team.
“For us to be successful, we need to play
with intensity at all times,” he said. “It will
also be important for us to develop a
balanced scoring attack.”

Trojans ready to erase sting of Sub-State loss
By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times
A 19-3 record last year and a close loss in the
2A sub-state semis could have expectations rising
for Stanton County High School’s boys basketball
team.
However, Trojans Head Coach Shane
Traughber does not return any starters from the
team that lost 69-66 to eventual state champ
Ness City, but he does have a few returners who
saw some action last year.
Among the starters lost to graduation were Hi
Plains Player of the Year Creed Puyear and
Second Team All-League members Michael
Aleman and Francisco Corrales.
Puyear also made many All-Area and All-State
lists, while Aleman and Corrales were honorable
mention on several of those lists.
Traughber likewise lost Victor Molina, Jalen
Tucker and Trevor Trujillo, and altogether, he lost
a total of eight seniors to his varsity rotation.
The coach has three returners from last year’s
team, including senior point guard Gio Callejas
and senior center Brandon Dominguez, along
with junior forward Cole Scott.
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Callejas averaged nearly 17 minutes a game for
last year’s Trojans team, with Dominguez giving
10 minutes a game and Scott nearly seven
minutes a game.
Traughber welcomes two seniors, guard Jarreth
Carrasco and Isaiah Barrera, who will split time
between guard and forward. Sophomore guard
Sam Davidson and freshman guard Devin
Dawson round out the list of newcomers for this
year’s Trojans.
Stanton County went to state two seasons ago,
and Traughber said the eight players he lost from
last year were key to that run and the one that led
to being one missed shot away from beating Ness
City in sub-state. Thus, this year’s Trojan squad is
reloading.
“We will be very inexperienced, as we return
only eight of our 62 points per game from last
year,” Traughber said. “However, we have a few
guys who would have been heavy rotation players
before now if it wasn’t for that large, solid
basketball class of last year’s seniors.”
Traughber said Stanton County will need to
figure out what type of team it will be as it grows
together.
“There will be healthy competition not only for

minutes, but also for leadership roles,” he said.
“We hope to build on the success our last couple

of teams have had and turn that into a consistently successful program.”
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Root takes helm of Hugoton wrestling program
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
Wrestling is quickly growing throughout the
state, and the Hugoton wrestling team is ready to
hit the mat for the upcoming season, according to
head coach Simon Root.
“I was actually just hired as the wrestling coach
in July, so I haven't been the coach for very long.
But last year, as I understand it, we had three
State qualifiers last year and they didn't quite
accomplish everything they wanted to, but they
still did well,” Root said. “Two out of those three
are actually going to be returning for this year,
and they're Michael Mendoza and Carter
Coziahr, and we're looking forward to seeing
them perform this year. I'll be expecting Carter to
be in the 160-170 class and Michael will probably
be in the 152-160 class. I've also got some
standout underclassmen who are looking forward
to competing and we'll be using them quite a bit
this year, and my underclassmen include Adam
Mendoza, who's a freshman. We've also got a
couple football players who will be wrestling for
me this year and I'm looking to see them in the
heavyweight class. There are some other
freshmen on the team who should also be big
performers for us this year and I'm looking
forward to seeing how all of them do. We're a
young team, but we won't just roll over, we're
going to be at every meet ready to compete. We'll
have some good guys in each weight class who
should do really well this year and I can't wait to
see what they do.”
Root added some challenging meets will be on
the schedule almost right away for the Eagles.
“We've got our first meet coming up very
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quickly and it's against a couple really good teams
in the area,” Root said. “And while I'm looking
forward to seeing how everything goes, it's a little
nerve-wracking since I don't have a full lineup, so
I'm looking forward to seeing how my guys match
up to everyone else. Then later on we'll also be
going to Hoxie. To me, our biggest challenge this
season will be having that dual early in the year
and then that really competitive meet in Hoxie.
Other than that, we'll also be going to Garden
City and Hays, those will be big 2A tournaments
and those are a good measurement of what we
can do at the Regional and State multi-day
tournaments.”
Improving step by step every day will help the
team have a successful season, Root said.
“We're getting better every day. I don't really
have any huge aspirations for the team, I'm not
under the illusion we'll be in the running for the
State title this year,” Root said. “But we're
working hard every day and we won't take a back
seat to anyone we face on the mat. If all we do is
get better than the day before, we'll have a good
season. I like what I've seen so far in practice and
I can't wait to see how they do on the mat. I'm
really excited about everything. It'll be interesting
seeing these guys compete for the first time
against schools I hear have really excellent
programs – I've heard great things about Dodge
City's program, Scott City's program and a few
other schools, so I'm waiting to see if that praise
holds water. I'm also the middle school coach
here, so I've also seen some of that talent and I
like our odds for the future and I think those
athletes will be great competitors when they get
to this level. We're ready to compete, we're ready
to go and ready to see how we stack up against
oour opponents.”
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Returning starters expected to lead
Eagles with expectation to reach state
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
Having finished as the sub-state runner-up last year, the Hugoton
Eagles will look to have a longer season this time around.
“We finished second at the sub-state tournament last year and
our final record was 16-7,” head coach C.J. Korf said. “Really I just
expect all my guys to play together and mesh together. I'm also
expecting my upperclassmen to teach the underclassmen some
things and I want us to go further than last year, including a shot at
the league title.”
There will be several players who will be ready to go on the court,
Korf said.
“Sawyer Harper will be one of our top returners, he's really big
and athletic, Ivan Valles is also going to be another big player for us.
Jayce Korf will also bring a lot to the court this year and so will
Haden Daharsh,” Korf said. “Cade Mecklenburg will be a pretty
key guy for us and then so will a few other underclassmen I've got
for this year.”
Overall, Korf said, he is looking forward to seeing the team come
together.
“Everyone has to play together and mesh together. We're all one
team on that court, so we have to be sure we're communicating
with each other during plays and everything, and like I said earlier,
my underclassmen have to be ready to learn from my older guys, so
we'll ultimately see how everything turns out,” Korf said. “Every
season is exciting because you truly don't know what you're going
to be dealing with. We lost six seniors from last year to graduation
and they were really big for us. But we've got guys coming back with
enough experience, so they should be good leaders for the team this
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“Everyone has to play together and mesh together.
We’re all one team on that court, so we have to be
sure we’re communicating with each other
during plays and everything, and like I said earlier,
my underclassmen have to be ready to learn
from my older guys, so we’ll ultimately see how
everything turns out.”
— HUGOTON COACH CJ KORF
year, and everyone has to be ready to step up to any challenges that
come up. South Baca is usually a good team and we typically give
them a good fight. Garden City and Dodge City will also be big

games for us during the season. We're excited to have the season
start and we're ready to see how everything ends up, so come out
and see us play this year.”
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Hugoton looks to turn corner after
last year’s disappointing 7-14 season
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
The past couple seasons for the Hugoton Lady Eagles have been
radically different, and the team this year is looking to return to
better levels of playing for this season.
“We finished last season 7-14, and that was coming off of graduating five seniors from the team and we'd finished 3rd at the state
tournament,” head coach Emmanuel Adigun said. “Last year was a
year I thought would be a bit of a struggle, but I thought we'd
brought back enough experience to go even further than that, but
that's not how it turned out. But I thought the girls fought really
hard and competed really well each game, but we fell short a few
times and lost a few games at the free throw line. Overall I don't feel
our record was an accurate description of the team, but that's how
it ended up. We were disappointed with the record we had because
of how well we've done in the past, but I definitely think we learned
from it all. Our younger players definitely got a taste of what to
expect at this level and they realized they have to commit to this
every day in order for us to be a successful basketball team. So
overall, I really feel like we grew and we learned about what it will
take to be better this year.”
This year will bring some returning and new talent for the season,
Adigun said.
“We're bringing back three returning starters. Jordyn Beard is a
6'1" junior who averaged a lot of great numbers for us. We're also
bringing back our point guard Molly McClure, she's a junior who's
been starting the past couple years and is extremely tenacious and
competitive on the court and will be a great leader,” Adigun said.

“We should be a much improved team from last year, but the thing I'm most looking
forward to is the entire process and watching everyone grow as the season goes on in all
areas of the game like leadership and execution. It'll also be great seeing all of them
grow into a team and grow and improve as the season goes on.”
— HUGOTON COACH EMMANUEL ADIGUN
“McKenna Hamlin will also be coming back, she's arguably the best
shooter we have on the team and she's started since she was a
freshman. Those three will be big for us and they've been extremely
successful in the past and were on the team when it took 3rd at
State. They'll be preparing for a breakout year to be sure. We'll be
bringing up three freshmen who have had a lot of success at the
middle school level, they had great records at that level, they all
have high basketball IQ's and will be seeing a lot of playing time
right at the beginning. They're all going to be super talented and the
sky's the limit and I expect them to grow a lot.”
Overall, Adigun said, the entire team is wishing to improve on
last season. However, that won’t come without some challenges.
“We're all wanting this to be a better season than last season,
that's for sure. My older players have to trust the younger players to
come in and make plays and help them out,” Adigun said. “We also
have some great players coming in, so we'll have a lot of depth and
if we can tap into all of that, we'll be extremely successful. But most
importantly, we have a really tough schedule, which I like because

that will prepare us for the postseason. We'll be playing Liberal
twice, and I know they're competitive and really good. We also have
Garden City and Dodge City on our schedule and Scott City and
Colby are also on our schedule and will be returning everyone from
last season. We'll also be going to a few different tournaments.
Overall, we'll be playing a lot of teams this year that have very
successful programs.”
Overall, Adigun said, he is looking forward to this season.
“We should be a much improved team from last year, but the
thing I'm most looking forward to is the entire process and
watching everyone grow as the season goes on in all areas of the
game like leadership and execution. It'll also be great seeing all of
them grow into a team and grow and improve as the season goes
on,” Adigun said. “We have great community support and that
really drives us play well and overall be successful, so I want to
thank them for everything they do for us and for their support. We'll
definitely be a different team this year and I can't wait to see how
everything turns out for us.”
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Can Tyrone repeat their success from last year?
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
The Tyrone Bobcats basketball team went very
far in during last season, and they are returning
this year hoping to go even farther.
“We ended up at 22-6 and went to the Area
tournament and did really well at that and were
pleased with how that turned out. We had a lot of
depth last year and graduated seven players,”
head coach Clay Witt said. “We also had some
injuries that plagued us. But overall, it was a good
year and exceeded a lot of our expectations. We're
bringing a lot of players back who should help us
do well this year. Anytime you go to the Area
tournament, which is before State for us, that's
one of our main goals. We wanted to go further
than we did but we were overall pleased with how
everything turned out. We were actually up by 17
in the game where we got eliminated and
ultimately didn't hold on to that lead or take care
of some things we should have. But we were
happy with it all and I consider it a great season.”
There are several key players who will be
beneficial to the team for this year, Witt said.
“We're a pretty young team this year, I've only
got one senior coming back and a few juniors,
most of our team is the sophomore class. We're
young, but those guys can go a long way for us,”
Witt said. “Our senior starter will be Matthew
Clancy he's a guard and super athletic and can

The Tyrone Bobcats practice for the 2019-2020 season.The Bobcats want to continue the success they
had last season. L&T photo/Elly Grimm
shoot really well, and I'm also looking forward to
continuing to work with Ethan Brown, he's a
junior and can play on the inside very well and can
set up great plays. Roberto Hernandez is a
sophomore and he's a great player and likes to
play the guard, so we'll be using him a lot. All of

our guys have a lot of depth. Adan Rawlins will be
big for us, he's a sophomore who recently moved
here and he's super athletic, and Lane Noland
also recently moved here and I know they'll help
provide some great depth. My freshmen have also
been doing great at practice and I'm looking

forward to seeing what they do in the future.”
With that level of youth on this year’s team,
Witt said he will be expecting many of his players
to step up in several key roles.
“We've got a young team and we'll be expecting
them to step up and be able to play against
juniors and seniors, so that's something we'll be
working on. There's a lot of good teams in our
area, so the games should be good ones for us
every night. Goodwell, Forgan, Balko, those will
be really good teams this year and they'll be super
competitive every night, and Hooker will also
have a good team this year,” Witt said. “We'll
definitely have to be quick on the rebound and
know how to play defense really well. We'll also
need to overall handle the ball better, especially
our younger guys because they don't have quite as
much experience yet and need some of those
extra fundamentals lessons.”
Overall, Witt said, he is excited to be working
with this year’s team and seeing how far they go.
“I've got a great group of guys playing for me
and they enjoy coming to practice every day and
working and getting better at everything. All of
them also truly want to be coached and they want
to be good, so I'm looking forward to working
with everyone and developing those relationships,” Witt said. “It's going to be a fun year and I
encourage our community to come out and watch
some good ball this season.”

Lady Bobcats look to be more consistent this season
ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times
After having a rather up-and-down season last
year, the Tyrone Lady Bobcats are looking to
rebound to a more consistent level of play for this
coming season.
“We went 10-15, we lost in the Regionals
tournament. It was really a rather up-and-down
year for us overall,” head coach Jacob Chapman
said. “It definitely could have been better and I
felt we should have gone farther. Going into this
year though, we've got a bunch of younger girls
who are out and they'll have to step up and help
out a lot with everything. I've also got one
sophomore, one junior and one senior who are
out and I'm excited about those three because
they've been working really hard. I've got a really
good group and they're working hard and I'm
expecting some good things for this year.”
With a small group of returning players,
Chapman said many of his players will have to
step up in key roles on the court.
“We only have three players returning, we're
going to be led by Amaris Villareal, she does a
little bit of everything. And the freshmen I'll have
coming up are really excited to start contributing
right away and do some big things,” Chapman
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The Tyrone Lady Bobcats want to be more
consistent this season after an up-and-down
seaosn last year. L&T photo/Elly Grimm
said. “There are some players I'm really excited to
see because they handle the ball really well and

can shoot really well and do a bit of everything,
they've been working hard and training really
hard. So I'm hoping all of them will be ready to go
right away. All the freshmen I’ve got coming up
are all really good players and know how to play
and jump and get on the ball. A lot of them are
great defensive players and there's a few who will
probably surprise everyone with how good they
are. They've all got great energy and a lot of heart
and I know they'll all play their hearts out on that
court.”
Chapman added he is looking for the team to
be much more consistent for this season.
“We need to get back to playing consistently,
last year was rather up and down for us so I'd like
to see us be at a level where we're playing each
game really well and with consistency,” Chapman
said. “We'll be working on pressing and fast-break
plays and just overall plying more high-intensity
basketball, that's really what we want to get to.
We also need to mesh together, we all need to be
on the same page with playing and we need that
chemistry on the court. If we have all of that, we
can go really far this year. We play Boise City,
they're a really good team and very talented,
they've got several good players returning. Balko's
also returning everyone on their end, so that will
be another challenging team for us. We've also got

Turpin and Texhoma and some of those teams
that are looking to be strong this year. We've got
to bring it every night, we don't really have any
easy games on our schedule.”
An important goal, Chapman said, will be for
the team to mesh as one unit.
“We've really all got to come together as one.
We're also going to work on defensive stuff and
we're going to need to figure out what roles
everyone will have,” Chapman said. “We've done
some really good things during the preseason I'm
proud of, but we need to keep that going and we'll
be ready to go. I'm excited about everything with
this team, it's a fun group to coach and they come
to practice every day ready to work. They work
out in the summer and train and all of them are
high achievers and go-getters, so I'm looking
forward to seeing that play out on the court, so
I'm looking forward to seeing all of that. They're
all just great to work with and they come to
practice every day so full of energy, so it's encouraging to see them bring that play out. We're going
to be young this season, which will be a bit of a
factor, but don't underestimate us because we're
looking to start achieving a lot right from the
beginning. We're going to come out and compete
every night right off the bat, we won't back down
from anyone.”
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