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By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

Tyler Flavin returns only three players from a
Meade girls team that finished 15-7 last season,
with a league record of 7-2 in the Hi Plains
League.

The coach, who is in his third year at Meade
and 14th overall, is nearing 200 wins for his
career, with a record of 169-121 for during his
time on the court. Flavin has a 3-12 record at
Meade and looks to begin building this year’s
team into winners.

The Lady Buffaloes last made a trip to state in
2017 prior to last year’s campaign, and of the
three returning players, only Ali Unruh is a senior,
splitting her time between the guard and forward
positions.

Unruh averaged five points a game last year,
and she is joined by junior post player Lauren
Christensen, who scored 4.5 points a game last

year while pulling down about that many
rebounds a game.

Sophomore Kylin Rudzik, who plays both the
forward and post poosition, scored two points a
game with an average of 2.1 rebounds a game.

Flavin said the lack of experience will likely be
the key to the success of this year’s Lady Buffaloes

squad.
“This year, our team will be extremely young

with only three players returning who saw consid-
erable varsity minutes last year and one lone
senior on our team,” he said.

With that youth, Flavin said this will likely be a
rebuilding year for Meade.

“There are several positions that young kids will
be competing for as we move through the first
weeks of practice and competition,” he said.
“With our youth and in experience, we will endure
some growing pains, but I certainly see an upside
to our team as we identify roles and impvove
throughout the season.”

The Lady Buffaloes last made a trip to state in 2017
prior to last year’s campaign, and of the three

returning players, only Ali Unruh is a senior, splitting
her time between the guard and forward positions.

Lady Buffalo coach Flavin nearing 200 career wins
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December’s first full weekend is full of fun activities for everyone to do, and the

second half of that weekend will be some festive holiday activities in nearby Plains

as well.
For more than half a century, the Plains Lions Club has been hosting the town’s

annual Christmasing in Plains, and the theme for this year’s event, the 52nd edition, will

salute the community’s history.

“Plains Pioneers – Past & Present” will take place Sunday, Dec. 8, with festivities

beginning at noon with a traditional holiday dinner and the Wizzywig Craft & Gift Show.

Those activities will take place in the grand hall of the Plains Community Building,

with the craft show running until 6 p.m.

The Wizzywig show will feature many vendors, including:

• Homemade noodles booth – Methodist Church

• Cinnamon roll and sticky bun booth – Lindsey and Rich Roberts

• Wooden games, Christmas decorations, bath bombs and oil lamps – Jennalee Gales

• Children’s books – Sheila Tatro

• Perfectly Posh – Skin Care; Mt. Creations – lamps, signs, barn quilts – Misty

Goetz

A horse and buggy makes its way down

Grand Avenue during the parade portion

of last year’s Christmasing in Plains

celebration.This year’s celebration is

scheduled to take place Sunday, Dec. 8, in

the area community. L&T file photo/Robert

Pierce
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2050 N. Kansas • Ayr Lanes @ Billy’s • 620-626-4400

FULL MENU DELIVERY. SEE IT AT BILLYSBLUEDUCKBBQ.COM

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday thru Saturday

11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday

From our kitchen to your door!

620-626-4400
Convenience delivery fee, tax and gratuity will be included.
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MONDAY

Hi - 59° Low - 26°

Squeaky Clean
Car Wash

1305 N. Western Avenue

3 locations in Liberal

2 locations in Hugoton

TODAY

Hi - 64° Low - 27°

‘Fall’ into a clean car!

• L&T staff report

The South Church of God located at

635 S.Washington will be performing its

annual dinner theater Dec. 4, 5, 6 and 8.

The performance and dinner theater

are free, but tickets are required since

seating is limited.
Tickets are available at the Leader &

Times office at 16 S. Kansas.

Please only pick up tickets needed as

unused tickets prevent others from

experiencing the meal and show.

Free tickets going
fast for Nativity
dinner theater

• L&T staff report

The Downtown Christmas Parade will

feature floats depicting some of the

greatest classic holiday movies at 6 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 7, but before watching the

parade, register for a chance to win

$6,000 in prizes.
Registration is available at:

El-Kan Pharmacy, Mead Lumber,The

Flower Basket, Flatlanders, Crazy House,

El Gran Mercado, Billy’s, IHOP, Hampton

Inn,The Landmark Center, Fairfield Inn,

Tek-Style,A Quiet Place, First Dental,

Freddy’s Frozen Custard, Ruffino’s and

JAC’s Kitchen.You must register and then

you must attend the parade to win.

Register to win a share

of $6,000 in prizes

TITLE SHOT
IN DRAMATIC FASHION,THE LADY SAINTS

KNOCK OFF MIAMI DADE IN FIVE SETSTO

ADVANCETO FIRST EVER NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH

SEE SPORTS
PAGE 1B

By ROBERT PIERCE

• Leader & Times

With the SPBH Folk Art Festival and Downtown Christmas

Parade in the mix, December’s first full weekend will prove to be

full of fun for all.
Prior to those events, the Kansas Children’s Service League

will help everyone get off to a great start the morning

Saturday, Dec. 7, with its annual Red Stocking Breakfast, this

year in a new location. Traditionally hosted at the Liberal

Country Club, this year’s breakfast will take place at the

Comfort Suites hotel in north Liberal. Cecilia Douglass,

grant developer for KCSL’s Head Start program, said agency

leaders are excited for the new venue.

“We have a very strong partnership with Sammy in

Garden City,” she said. “He is always very gracious

with the Red Stocking Breakfast. This year, because

he has a venue in Liberal, he agreed to duplicate

the partnership we have in Garden City to have

it in Liberal, so 100 percent of the proceeds

will go back to the Head Start programs,

whereas before, we did have some big

expenses.”
Back for this year is the Red

Stocking socks, which Douglass

said have a new design, and

she promises they are

awesome.
“The socks are super

cute and will go for $6

this year,” she said. “And

it’s great because people

can wear them year after

year.”
After a one-year absence,

the Red Stocking Breakfast

came back to Liberal in 2018,

and Douglass said she is hopeful

it will remain a fixture in the

community for the holidays.

“We are very excited to continue to

bring this back, and I am hopeful this

year will be larger than last year and next

year will be larger than this year,” she said.

KCSL planning annual

Red Stocking Breakfast

◆ See STOCKING/Page 3A

◆ See PLAINSPage 8A

Plains prepares for
annual holiday event

Law enforcement, district respond to threats

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader & Times

Threats of a shooting at Liberal High

School led to arrests after further investi-

gation, according to the Liberal Police

Department.
“Wednesday, the Liberal Police

Department concluded an investigation

in regard to threats received at the Liberal

High School. The threats were found

written in one of the stalls in a restroom.

They indicated that a school shooting was

to take place on Wednesday,” a release

from LPD Capt. Robert Rogers noted.

“As a result of these threats, extra police

personnel were assigned to the school to

prevent possible violence and to

determine who made these threats.

Many interviews were conducted in an

attempt to locate the suspects. A second

threat referencing the shooting was

received later that day. Investigating

officers were able to quickly determine

the source of that threat and take him

into custody. The 15-year-old male was

charged with criminal threat. Further

information obtained led to the arrest of

a 14-year-old male in relation to the

original threats made. He will be charged

with aggravated criminal threat.”

At this time, Rogers’ release noted,

there is no indication either suspect had

the capability or intent to actually commit

a school shooting. No additional people

are believed to be involved. Affidavits

were forwarded to the Seward County

Attorney’s Office for the determination of

formal charges.
“Although it appears that no shooting

was going to take place, all threats of this

nature are taken seriously and will result

in prosecution,” Roberts’ release

concluded.

TODAY’S NEWSPAPER IS JUST A CLICK AWAY.
Teacher Special • $60 per year

regular rate $102. Save 41%

email rick@liberalfirst.com
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By ROBERT PIERCE
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The Meade Buffaloes return a wealth of experience to a
team that finished with a loss in the 2A sub-state quarter-
finals to eventual state champion Ness City.

Coach Aaron Dardis goes into this season, the last for
Meade in the Hi Plains League, with three returning
seniors, two returning juniors and two sophomores coming
back.

Junior forward Vance Shewey, who averaged nearly 12
points and eight rebounds a game, was an All-League and
2A All-State honorable mention as a sophomore.

Shewey will be joined in the starting rotation by senior
guards Preston Woodruff and Greyson Haynes, who
provided 6.7 points and 5.2 points per game respectively.

Two seniors lead a list of returning players Dardis has
joining that trio. Forward Grant Gillum averaged eight
points and four rebounds a game, while guard Jonathan
Unruh brought about three points and two rebounds a
game.

Rounding out the list of returners is junior forward
Dakota Paul, sophomore guard Torren Haynes and
sophomore forward Korben Clawson.

Dardis did lose some talent to graduation and transfer.
Last year’s leading scorer at nearly 13 points a game,
Garrett Gillum, was All-League and was lost to graduation.
The Buffaloes’ assist leader at nearly 10 dimes per game
and another All-League honoree, Hunter Davis, trans-
ferred to Lakin.

Meade finished with a 12-9 record last year, 4-3 in the Hi
Plains League, in Dardis’ third year at the school, where he
is 37-28. Last year, the coach got his 200th win overall,
with a mark of 203-106 in his career.

The Buffaloes’ last trip to state was 2014, and along with
leaving the Hi Plains League for the Southern Plains
Iriquois Activities Association, this is also Meade’s first
year as a 1A school, which Dardis said will be different for
the team.

“Going through regionals will be a new experience for
our team,” he said.

Dardis also looks to use his experience to go further in
the playoffs.

“We want to build off of last year’s HPL Tournament
Championship and continue to grow and develop as a
team throughout the season,” he said.

As with many teams, injuries will play a major factor in
the Buffaloes’ success this year.

“Keys to our season will be to stay healthy, humble and
hungry,” Dardis said.
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Meade finished with a 12-9
record last year, 4-3 in the Hi

Plains League, in Dardis’ third
year at the school, where he is

37-28. Last year, the coach got
his 200th win overall, with a

mark of 203-106 in his career.

Senior class expected to lead improvement for Buffs
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Lady Mustangs plant ot use ecperience gained on the
court last season to lead to better results this year

By ROBERT PIERCE
• Leader &Times

Southwestern Heights’ Lady Mustangs went
through a bit of a rebuilding season last year, but
with many players coming back, including an All-
League honorable mention, Coach Bobby
Murphy is looking for a run in the state playoffs.

“Last year, we had some growing pains having
to play underclassmen at the varsity level,” he
said. “They grew together throughout the year
and have put time in this summer. We are excited
to see their growth and build off this past
summer.”

Murphy has all of his starters back from last
year, but only two of them are seniors, Tagan
Couch and Michelle Alvidrez, who he expects to
grow as leaders on the team.

“We have worked hard this summer and want
to get better every practice and every game,” he
said.

Joining Couch and Alvidrez on this year’s Lady
Mustangs squad is junior Shelby Sutherland, a Hi
Plains League All League Honorable Mention,

along juniors Anaee Gutierrez, Suzy Carrillo and
Vianey Jimenez and sophomore Dianna Olvera.

Murphy likewise has some newcomers on the
basketball court this year, including Jimenez, who
set out last year and is back for 2019-2020.

“She is one of the more athletic girls in our
league,” he said. “We are expecting big things
from her.”

Freshmen Roxy Stone and Lucy Vajnar,
Murphy said, have been impressive in their first
week of practice.

“We expect them to step up and give us solid
varsity and JV minutes,” he said.

Murphy said he is looking to build from
practice to practice and game to game.

“We want to be competitive within the HPL
league and give ourselves a chance when
tournament time comes around,” he said.

Like many teams, Murphy said Heights’
success on the court is keyed by staying healthy
throughout the season.

“We also need to gain experience with our
underclassmen,” he said. “If we are able to do
these two things, as well as work together as a
team, we will be successful.”
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Turpin wants to build on last year’s regional final loss
ELLY GRIMM

• Leader &Times

The Turpin Cardinals are looking for this season
for some improvement to happen with this
upcoming basketball season.

“We finished last season 18-10 and made it to
the Regionals final,” head coach Gary Wallace
said. “We were happy with where we got to,
ultimately. We wanted to make it to the Area
tournament but ultimately that's just not what
happened. But overall, we were pretty pleased
with how the season ended up. I lost four starters
to graduation, so right now I've got five upper-
classmen and 16 freshmen and sophomores, so
some of those younger guys will have to grow up
in a hurry and pick everything up quickly.”

Wallace talked about some of the players he
expects will be power players for this year.

“I've got three guys who played a lot last year.
Carson Buller will be a senior, Cesar Anchando
will be a junior and Isaiah Olvera will be a junior
and I'm expecting a lot from them,” Wallace said.
“I’m also expecting a lot from Adam Garza, he'll
be a point guard, I've got another few potential

starters from the freshman class. Overall though I
expect us to have a lot of competitive guys on the
team this year who will do a lot for us come game

time.”
With this year’s team being rather young,

Wallace said the players will need to mesh

together quickly on the court.
“A main thing is our youth, a lot of my guys will

have to grow up in a hurry and they'll all have to
mesh because some of these guys are coming
straight from the junior high, so we'll see how all
of that ends up,” Wallace said. “Then on our
schedule, Hooker and Texhoma will be pretty
solid teams this year. Overall we've got a lot of
tough teams on the schedule, our league's very
competitive. Besides just making sure we all mesh
together as one team, we'll also need to find plays
we can execute well on the floor and defining
those roles on the team as far as who can lead us
in scoring and get us to the basket and things like
that. I graduated my three top scorers and top
two rebounders, so those are some shoes that will
need to be filled. We've lost a few guys, but we
come in with a lot of youth and a lot of potential
in our freshmen and sophomores, so it will be
interesting seeing them grow and develop and
seeing them play the next few years because they
are very talented. We're hoping for a great season
and we hope to get a lot of support for this year,
so come and watch us.”

ELLY GRIMM
• Leader &Times

Last season was the first winning season in
several years for the Turpin Lady Cardinals, and
the team will be looking to continue improving for
this season.

“We went 14-13, that was our first winning
record in the past several years. We ended up as
the district runner-up and we made
it through the second day of
regionals. It was a pretty good
season for us,” head coach Braydon
Robinson said. “I was actually
excited, I was pleased with how
everything turned out. Last year,
most of my top players were freshmen and sopho-
mores and we're bringing them back and they'll
be a great core group for the team, so that makes
us pretty excited for this year.”

With the players on the team for this year,
Robinson said he is expecting much more
competitiveness.

“I think we'll be really competitive, I definitely
think we can improve on our record from last
year. We've got our goals set including getting to
20 wins and also going far in our Area
tournament. I definitely think we can do better
than last year,” Robinson said. “My starting five
includes two juniors and three sophomores, I'm
expecting them to be really big for us for this year.
I've also got one senior and two other sopho-
mores. So overall this year we're rather young but
I'm expecting a lot from everyone. I've also got a
player coming back from an injury who's a senior,

she's going to be really big for us. I've also got a
freshman who'll come in and play for us, she
should be really good for us too.”

In order to reach their goals, Robinson said,
there are some challenges the team will have to
get through on their schedule.

“We take pride on the defensive side of the
floor, we work really hard on that side of every-
thing. We also have to make sure we're taking

care of the ball and taking good
shots whenever we have them. I
think we'll be able to improve on
those things for this year and be
really good,” Robinson said. “We've
got a pretty tough schedule, our first
game was against Balko and they've
got some really tall girls on the team

and we're a little smaller. Shattuck every year also
has girls every year who can really play and so
does Beaver. Those should be the big teams that
will be challenging for us.”

Robinson said he is looking forward to seeing
how this year ends up.

“I'm looking forward to seeing the girls grow in
the game. We had a really successful summer
preseason with camps and those things and even
just since the summer I've seen them improve and
grow in a lot of ways, so I'm hoping we can
continue that,” Robinson said. “Our preseason
stuff did go really well, we went to Frontier for
four days and then later made our way to
Shattuck and played some competitive teams
there, so we're ready for the regular season. We're
ready to play and we hope to see a lot of
community support at the games.”

Lady Cardinals hope to repeat last year’s winning record

The Caridnals face Balko in an ealry seaosn match-up. Courtesy photo
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