Nothing short of a return to
state will satisfy Lady Redskins

Lady Redskin coach Carter Kruger oversees a
preseason practice, but he still hasn’t forgotten the
loss at the State tournament last year. L&T photo/Earl
Watt

By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times
Despite putting together the most successful four-season run in school history, Liberal Coach
Carter Kruger and his back-to-back state appearances with the Lady Redskins still feels like one
got away last season in Koch Arena when the Lady Redskins lost in the first round of the Class
6A Tournament that brought an end to a perfect 22-0 season.
“I’d be lying if I didn’t say I don’t think about it every day,” Kruger said. “That was the
toughest loss we’ve ever had. If we prepared better and was ready for that game, it would have
been an easier loss to swallow. We left opportunities out there as far as preparation and being
ready to play. It is a good motivator. We want to get back to Koch Arena. We want to make sure
the people who go to that remember a different Liberal team.”
But returning to the state tournament is no guarantee. The Lady Redskins will have to
replace Kim Alarcon and Whitney Hay who moved on to play college athletics.
But the Redskins will be returning two seniors who have ben starting since they were
freshmen, and a total of six seniors is expected to give Kruger experience he has never had.
Katie Horyna and Machia Mullens have already signed to play Div. 1 basketball next season.
“We are light years ahead at practice on offense and defensive concepts,” Kruger said. “I think
we will be better offensively and defensively. We have a lot of talented kids. Obviously Katie and
Machia are D1 players. You also have Audrey Gilmore. She’s been varsity winner in every
sport. Reagan Watt is going to go out and kick butt and get double figures. Aysha Porras and
Kenzie Kapp have been able to come in and hit big shots. I know hey will provide leadership.
You take those six seniors and what they are capable of doing, and the type of kids they are,
and you can turn the team over to them.”

◆ See LADY REDSKINS/Page 30
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Lady Redskins ...
❖ Continued from Page 28
Liberal has won three straight Western Athletic Conference titles, and Kruger said
the WAC will be as competitive as it has been since his first season five years ago.
“I think the WAC will be as deep as it was my first year,” he said. “There is a good
team in Hays, plus Great Bend and Dodge could be just as deep. Dodge City is on the
rise. They have an athletic group and will be tough to stop. Hays is bringing in a new
coach and new system. Garden City has been well coached and getting things rolling.
Great Bend has struggled but didn’t graduate any seniors. They will be ready to step
forward.”
Kruger has put together winning seasons in each of his first four years including a 232 record two years ago and last years 22-1 run that included Liberal’s first perfect regular
season at 20-0.
With an established program, Kruger said the challenge will be to keep the team
competing at the highest level year after year.
“Our administration has consistently been amazing to support what we are trying to
accomplish,” Kruger said. “We asked our kids to put a ton of time on their own into our
program, and they have been allowed that opportunity through open gyms and summer
time workouts. It’s interesting to see how this senior class came in with low expectations
their freshmen year. Now the culture has changed to be one of the premiere athletic
programs in Southwest Kansas. It took a lot of work to get there, now the challenge is
to try to stay there. We want to leave a legacy this decade and beyond.”
But to do that, the Lady Redskins will have to repeat the success they had last year
and overcome the emotional loss in the first round of last year’s state tournament.
“The good thing is, our kids aren’t necessarly taking it for granted,” Kruger said. “We
expect to go back and have a great season. I think we understand having been through
it two years, you have to take it day by day and get better every time you step on the
court. Last year was a proving ground. Do we understand the work to make another run
with a target on your back? That coupled with good leadership from coaches keeping
them humble and working hard and veteran players, we will be just fine.

The Lady Redskins work through a preseason defensive drill. L&T photo/Earl Watt
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Redskins to lean on experienced seniors to find success
By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times
Ryan Petty will be entering his third season at the helm of the
Redskin basketball program, and he has invested time and effort to
this senior class.
Now it’s time for them to make the investment pay off with a
winning season and a competitive run in the Western Athletic
Conference.
Petty could have been poised for an even greater season, but when
Brody Sumner moved and Israel Avalos was hurt during football
season, that will put added pressure on his six seniors.
“We are going to need to be in shape,” Petty said. “We lost John
Aung and Jordan Mendoza to graduation. We lost Brody Sumner
and Israel Avalos. Who will step up and take those minutes? I don’t
know if we will be deep or short on the bench. We really started to
get in shape.”
But the six seniors have been contributors the past two seasons,
and Petty will expect them to use their experience to take the
Redskins program tot he next level.
We have six seniors — Braxton Hyde, Syris Dunlap Hunter
Hatcher, Lee Hatcher, Fabian Lopez and Elijah McCarter,” Petty
said. “We have six junior. Alex Lopez played some last year. That’s
about it. There will be guys looking to step up — A.J. Ramirez,
Embry Williams and Malcolm Wiltshire.”
Liberal’s biggest challenge will be the lack of size in the lane. Hyde
will be Liberal’s biggest player, but he does not play as a pure post,
and that will cause some match-up challenges.
Liberal Redskin coach Ryan Petty talks to his team during a preseaosn practice. L&T photo/Earl Watt
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Redskins ...
❖ Continued from Page 31
“Losing Israel was big,” Petty said. “We don’t have an inside presence.
Braxton is our biggest guy, but he doesn’t like to go down low and bang.
He is a stretch four or five guy. W will spread things out and try to make
teams come out and guard us. We will need to shoot the ball well and box
out on the defensive end not get pushed around. We will get killed on the
glass if we don’t because we are so small.”
Libral has struggled to be competitive in the Western Athletic
Conference the past two seasons, and Liberal ended its season last year
with a loss to Garden City in Sub State.
But Garden City had nine seniors last year.
“The WAC is interesting,” Petty said. “Great Bend mirrors us. They have
everyone returning, Hays has everyone returning. We have experience, but
Garden will have new roster, and Garden lost their best player to a torn
ACL. Dodge City will be young, and one of their better players got hurt in
football. If you look at the conference, football took out possibly three all
conference players, one from us, Garden and Dodge. Hays and Great
Bend got through unscathed. Everyone is looking p at them. Last year we
had experience, but our kids were pretty young. I am excited to have this
senior group for another year. Great Bend will be senior led. We have
battled with them for three years. Hays is so big, they will walk out there
with 6-6, 6-7 and 6-5.”
With the more experienced players, plus three years under his system,
the team has been able to move to more advanced drills at practice.
“It’s been nice in the preseason as far as how far we are,” Petty said. “We
don’t have to go over things we used to have to go over getting the system
into place.”
And now it’s time to make the experience pay off.
“We talked about it at the end of last year,” Petty said. “There’s no excuse.
We can’t blame it on being young any more. It’s time to produce.”

The Liberal Redskins basketball team runs through condition drills during a preseason practice. L&T photo/Earl Watt
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Liberal
wrestling
coach Kyle
Molina takes
his team
through
preseason
drills.The
Redskins open
the wreslting
seaosn Tuesday
in Hugoton.
L&T photo/Earl
Watt

Redskins ready to move up the ladder in 6A
By EARL WATT
• Leader &Times
Kyle Molina knows when his program will have
achieved the necessary goals he wants to create
with his wrestling team.
“When we get the City of Liberal behind us, I
know we will have arrived,” he said. “When I can
go to the grocery store and people come up to me
and know what we are doing, that’s where I want
us to be.”
That process ahs to build on last year’s season

that only sent to Redskins to the State
Tournament.
“We are always positive,” Molina said. “We have
50 boys and we have a new girls team with about
10 girls.”
Molina will be depending on his seniors to take
a leadership role.
“It always starts with seniors,” Molina said.
“They have been with me for four years — Zeth
Mansell, Jaime Arenivas, Frankie Gomez, Tony
Rivero and Jose Beltran.”
Molina expects talent to develop with the rest
of his roster as well.

“We have some new guys who will be showing
some grit,” he said. “They have a lot of potential if
they stick with it and put their nose to the grind
stone.”
But Liberal will have to face some of the best
wrestling in Kansas to advance.
“The west side is easily the toughest side for
wrestling in Kansas,” Molina said. “Especially the
WAC. Dodge and Great Bend are top five.
Garden is ranked first. Last year we had two
qualifier which is below our standard. We want
five, six even seven qualifiers this year.
But Molina expects the process to show

improvement day by day.
“You aren’t going to win a championship in the
first week of practice,” he said. “And you won’t
lose one, either. Who will be committed, tow a
days all week. We look for all the athletes to come
together and be a family together.”
He also has the first-ever girl program.
“It comes with its own challenges,” he said.
“The boys also have to work, and the girls, even
my verbiage, where I sued to say, ‘boys boys
boys,’ now it’s, ‘athletes, athletes.’ We have some
young ladies with talent and some tough girls. We
are looking for to some big things.”
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